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Humber Polytechnic has only been involved in several strikes, the last one was in 2017.

OPINION

Averted OPSEU strike
best outcome possible

Luca Tersigni

any Students and staff at Humber
MPolytechnic and Ontario’s 23 other

colleges went into the holiday
break expecting a potential strike.

A strike was looking more and more likely
as the three weeks off neared the end.

The good news was that an agreement with
mediation arbitration was reached between
the College Employer Council (CEC) and
the Ontario Public Service Employees Union
(OPSEU), negating any further complica-
tions.

As a student one semester away from grad-
uation, I can say the strike being adverted
is best, not just for me, but for all students
affected.

If no agreement was reached, a regular
school day would feel a lot different as classes
would be cancelled and the school year most
likely extended.

This isn't the first instance Humber has
been close to an academic halt.

In winter 2017, no contract agreement
resulted in a five-week college strike across the
province. It ended only when the then-Lib-
eral provincial government legislated an end
to the strike.

Third-year sports management student,
Callum Kokkinos said that the prevention
of a strike was the best outcome for him and
many others.

“Yeah, I'm happy that the strike didnt
happen and I think I can speak for a lot of other
people too,” Kokkinos said. “To be honest, ’'m
just happy I can finish this semester without
any problems and more stress”

Another issue that students would’ve run
into if a strike occurred would be graduation
timing.

Students would be forced to continue their
semester as it would be extended due to what
would've been missed time during the strike.
This would ultimately push graduation back
for students.

An example of a strike that caused many
delays for education and students hap-
pened at York University in 2024. That strike
started on Feb. 26 and lasted until April 22,
which caused all classes and exams to be
suspended.

Stephen Vidale who is in his second year
in the Global Geography program at York
University said having to complete school
in the summer because of a strike was not
ideal.

“It sucked that I had to do school in the
summer,” Vidale said. “I mean, I kinda had
a break when the strike was going on but I
didn’t finish until May. I wouldn’t want to go
through that again”

This is the biggest reason why I am glad
Humber along with the 23 other Ontario col-
leges will not be going on strike as I would
not want to continue my semester into poten-
tially the summer months.

During the summer I rather enjoy the heat
than have my head stuck in textbooks.

Although I'm sure most students are happy
the strike has been averted, some might've
liked the idea of getting an added break
between semesters.

Derek Fontes who is in his final year at
Humber in the Electrical Techniques pro-
gram, said time off wouldn't be a bad thing
but is content with the outcome of the situ-
ation.

“If we went on strike I definitely wouldn’t
be mad at the time off but at the same time,
I'm happy nothing happened,” Vidale said. “T
can graduate on time without any problems””

No matter what opinions you have on the
strike, that is now in the past as students and
faculty are now back to regular class routines.

Luca Tersigni, he/him, is a sports reporter
and editor for Humber Et Cetera.

OPINION

You probably would
have hated Martin
Luther King Jr., too

Asher Klaver

t the time of his death, the majority
Aof Americans hated Martin Luther

King Jr. and with the date com-
memorating his life just passing you
should reflect on the fact you probably
would have too.

Bernice King, King’s daughter, is also
well aware of this and has been saying it
for years.

In a 2021 tweet, she wrote he was one
of the most hated men in America at the
time of his assassination and “[m]any who
quote him now and evoke him to deter
justice today would likely hate, and may
already hate, the authentic King”

King was put on illegal FBI watch lists
and received death threats from the gov-
ernment because of his activism in the
Civil Rights movement, opposition to the
Vietnam War and his famous April 30,
1967, speech at Ebenezer Baptist Church
in Atlanta on the subject.

Yet when anti-Zionist protesters fight
against the genocide in Palestine and
point out that the evils of capitalism are as
real as the evils of militarism and racism,
they are scoffed at.

And when problems of racial injustice
and economic injustice are said not to be
solved without a radical redistribution of
political and economic power by these
people, there are calls for their prosecu-
tion.

Many Canadians likely also agree that
this kind of rhetoric is extremist and may
take the reactionary stance of cheering
when police brutalize these protesters
during marches or occupation move-
ments.

But this message is exactly what King
preached at the Southern Christian Lead-
ership Conference a month before his
speech against Vietnam.

When BLM protested in ways that some
pundits said were not done in the right
ways and which caused President Barack
Obama to call them thugs one should
remember when King said that “freedom
is never voluntarily given by the oppressor;

it must be demanded by the oppressed.”

When someone says, including Presi-
dent Donald Trump in his inauguration
speech, that we should just be race-blind
and King dreamt of that being the future,
it should be known that the reverend
preached against “the myth that capitalism
grew and prospered out of the Protestant
ethic of hard work and sacrifices”

Stating that capitalism in America was
built on exploiting black slaves and thrives
on the exploitation of the poor, of all races,
both in his home country and abroad.

Most pertinent of his messages is when
he quoted in agreement with Dante that
“the hottest places in Hell are reserved
for those who, in a period of moral crisis,
maintain their neutrality” This can be
applied to too many recent events to count.

And what has changed between now
and the 1960s? The media and United
States government have shifted from vil-
ifying the King hated by most of America
to whitewashing and martyring him into
an image that suits their messaging.

It’s no surprise here in Canada we study
his “I Have a Dream” speech and nothing
more of his life and anti-capitalistic values
just as they do in the U.S. or that we are
propagandized when we are lied to when
we are told his messages carry meanings
they do not. We are taught to suit the
modern capitalist narrative about a man
who held social democratic values and
called for wealth redistribution as a solu-
tion to racial inequality.

This along with the other previously
mentioned misconceptions white-washes
his image and makes him seem incompa-
rable to modern activists who espouse the
same rhetoric.

It is not as if these media powers con-
trolling his image are not equally effec-
tive in modern times with modern move-
ments.

Many people can only sling slogans
when asked their opinion about political
legislation or ideology and can’t quantify
their ideology or rhetoric.

Be mindful of the sources of what you
are thinking. So this is the challenge I put
forward: Explain why you hate or love
what you hate or love. Whether it’s the
Nazis or the Soviets, the Freedom Convoy
or Palestine protesters, police or punks,
right-wing or left-wing, what do you feel
about them? Is it genuine or fabricated?
Can you justify those feelings in your own
words? You must know this if you want to
call yourself free.

Asher Klaver, they/them, is the opinion
editor at Humber Et Cetera and covers
political and cultural issues.



