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15-Minute City motion
spreads misinfor mation

Misinformation and
conspiracy theories
are a sad and dan-
gerous reality of life
today.

Real world conse-
quences of the (gen-
eraly online) spread
of nonsense include
such unfortunate
phenomena as the Donald Trump presidency in the USA
and the anti-vaccine movement (measles anyone?) world-
wide.

It’s bad enough that misinformation is widely spread by
citizens through social media platforms, but it crosses the
Rubicon when promoted by community leaders, especial-
ly inasetting like alocal council chamber.

Brockton Council, at its most recent meeting, approved a
motion championed by Mayor Chris Peabody expressing
opposition to the concept of “15-Minute Cities.”

The motion as approved states in part, “The ‘15-Minute
City’ urban planning concept promotes the idea that resi-
dents should be able to access most daily necessities such
as work, groceries, education, health care and recreation
within a 15-minute walk or bike ride from their homes ...”
In the event this could be widely achievable (although it’s
already pretty much the case in the urban areas of most
communities in the Midwestern Newspapers coverage
area), one has to wonder, would it be so bad?

The motion continues “... this concept has raised wide-
spread concerns across rural and small-town communities
about potential restrictions on personal freedoms, indi-
vidual mobility, property rights, and access to services
beyond one’s immediate neighbourhood.”

The motion goes on to state that implementing this con-
cept may “inadvertently lead to policies that promote high-
density urbanization, centralized planning, and limitations
on vehicle use - measures that are not suitable for rural and
small-town settings. ... the ‘15-Minute City’ model does
not reflect the geographic realities, transportation needs,
or lifestyle preferences of rural and agricultural communi-
ties like ours.”

The 15-Minute City concept is just that, a planning con-
cept, a guideline to plan communities for easy access to a
variety of services.

If local politicians want to oppose an idea like that on
principle, fair enough. Not everyone is in favor of logic or
convenience, I guess. And obviously it does not reflect the
geographic realities of rural and agricultural communities.
Hence the reference to “Cities” I’d wager.

The problem with Brockton’s motion is that, perhaps in-
spired by online fear-mongering on local Facebook pages,
the wording gives credence to the idea that upper tiers of
government, or perhaps some mysterious global entity, is
seeking to use the idea to implement “restrictions on per-
sonal freedoms, individual mobility, property rights, and
access to services beyond one's immediate neighbour-
hood,” or “limitations on vehicle use.”

If a municipality were to adopt the concept as a mere
planning guideline, residents would obviously be free to
travel, by whatever means, beyond their neighbourhood,
their community, their county or whatever range you wish
to suggest, to access shopping, health care, a cold pint,
or whatever. One wonders how those concerned by this
concept imagine such restrictions being enforced? Guard
posts set up at 15-minute intervals along roadways? “Doc-
uments please!”

The online fantasies related to 15-Minute Cities have re-
sulted in a bizarre backlash against those engaged in the
occupation of planning. It reached in the point in 2023
that the Canadian Institute Planners and various provin-
cial planning bodies issued a joint statement regarding the
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Goodness gracious! Canadians are
mean and nasty?

The U.S. ambassador to Canada
recently spoke out about Canadi-
ans choosing not to buy American
vacations and booze, saying this is
why the American president thinks
Canadians are “nasty” to deal with.
It seems Trump is not pleased that
we have responded to his repeated
dlights and insults and attacks on our
economy.

Canada is now a member of a grow-
ing group that includes some re-
markable and admirable leaders — as
well as Osama bin Laden, but what
the heck. A quick internet search us-
ing the words “people Trump has
called nasty,” reveals we are in ...
mostly ... good company - Danish
Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen,
Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi,
GM CEO Mary Barra, Meghan Mar-
kle, Senator Kamala Harris, Senator
Ted Cruz, London (England) Mayor
Sadiq Khan, and Hillary Clinton,
plus several members of the media.
He also called Senator Elizabeth
Warren nasty, apparently after she
caled him a thin-skinned, racist
bully.

And he is reported to have used his
insult of choice against Canada’s
own Chrystia Freeland.

Now hethinkswe are all nasty. Way
to go, Canada! Elbows up!

How does one earn the questionable
honour of being called nasty by the
American president? Well, for start-
ers, one can disagree with him. This
does not have to be a head-on colli-
sion of ideas in a heated argument.
Simply expressing a different view-

Pauline Kerr
Off The Record

point, or saying no, however gently,
can be enough. In the case of our
former prime minister, fending off
the notorious bone-crushing Trump
handshake by turning it into a sort of
arm-wrestling exercise, did the trick.
A sure way to make the nasty list is
to fight back, to take offence at his
insults.

Without a doubt, Canadians are of-
fended by many things going on
south of the 49th. First of all, there
is the accusation that illegal drugs
are pouring across the border from
Canada into the States. That one has
not been backed up with fact — ex-
actly the opposite. All that was, was
an excuse to claim the security of the
United States was under threat, to
provide justification for bypassing
the normal legidative process.

In the Canadian view, by far the
greater threat is from the stream of
firearms pouring into this country
from the States. Many of them end
up being used to commit crimes.
That one really is backed up by fact.
We have also taken extreme offence
at threats to our sovereignty through
repeated talk about Canada becom-
ing the 51st state. Even if spoken
in jest — and there is some question
about whether it is a tasteless taunt
masquerading as humour, idle specu-
lation, or a game plan — this sort of

statement is usually off limits for
world leaders. As the saying goes,
“them’s fightin’ words.”

Thereisnothing we appreciate more
than a good hockey fight, although a
well-thought-out political debate is
considered just as much fun, in some
circles. As has become rather obvi-
ous, Canadians are not nice people;
polite, yes, but not nice.

As a country, we earned our place
on the world stage in wartime, a
point of pride with us — not hand-
on-the-heart, theatrical pride, but
something solid and enduring. We do
not glorify war, nor do we run from
conflict. We honour those who were
willing to make the ultimate sacrifice
so that we, and others, could enjoy
the rights and freedoms we hold pre-
cious.

When those rights are threatened in
any way, Canadians have a tendency
to step into the fray - with our el-
bows up. Fawning over bullies, and
producing watery smiles when the
insults fly and injustices are dished
out, is not the Canadian way. We dis-
like bullies, and do not take kindly to
their intimidation tactics. We are not
prone to overreacting - swatting flies
with sledge hammers - but we fight
back. We are not nice.

Let this be a toast to “nasty” Ca-
nadians. We can only hope that this
country and its citizens continue to
respond to threats and injustices like
... Canadians.

* k%

Pauline Kerr isa Local Journalism
Initiative Reporter with Midwestern
Newspapers. She can be reached at
pkerr @mi dwester nnewspapers.com

| ndependent Plus welcomes
your submissions and letters

As the Independent Plus works to
provide an interesting and accurate
reflection of Huron, Bruce and Perth
counties through our news pages,
we urge local citizens to ensure their
community organization is represent-
ed through submissions of news tips,
articles and photographs.

The contributions are appreciated
and, although we can’t promise pub-

lication of all submissions, every
effort is made to ensure those that
arrive make our print and online edi-
tions. Submissions of news tips, ar-
ticles and photographs are welcome.

Our reporters provide coverage of
local councils, schools, service clubs,
hospitals, community events, sports
and more. However, we can’t be ev-
erywhere, so it'simportant to see that

numerous stories and photos in each
edition have been supplied by dedi-
cated correspondents or interested
community members.

Wetruly appreciate and support your
efforts to make the Independent Plus
your own.

Submissions and news tips are wel-
come at editor@midwesternnewspa-
pers.com.



HARRISTON - Two students from the
Adele Campbell School of Highland
Dance in Harriston competed in the Scot-
Dance Canada National Championship in
Ottawa July 5-8. Ellena Ross of Harriston
made a strong debut, placing seventh in
the Trophy Fling. Charlotte Tanner of Lis-
towel had an equally impressive showing,
placing fifth in both her Flora MacDonald
and her Strathspey and Highland Reel,
eighth in her Scottish Lilt, and ninth in her
Sword Dance. The girls paired together
for their choreographed Pre-Premier duet,
earning a fourth place finish.

No stranger to competitive highland danc-
ing, Campbell studied for over 25 years
and was successful during her own danc-
ing career, performing in Basel, Switzer-
land in 2013 and the prestigious Royal Ed-
inburgh Tattoo in 2008. Adele represented
Team Ontario at a ScotDance Champion-
ship Series.

“Teaching highland dancing means to me
not only passing on the tradition to the
next generation of dancers, it’s also shar-
ing passion and love of dance and creat-
ing a supportive community for dancers to
thrive whether that is recreational or com-
petitive,” she stated.

Campell learned highland dancing from
her mother and has now passed down the
family tradition to her own daughters, EI-
lena and Vivian.

With regards to her students’ participa-
tion and success at this year’s ScotDance
Championship, of which there were over
1,000 competitors from across Canada and
the world, Adele commented, “both Char-
lotte and Ellena came away with medals
in their respective categories, a highlight
being a fourth place finish in their Pre-
Premier duet.”

“Congratulations, girls, you made me
very proud,” she added.

Scottish Dancing is divided into two cat-
egories, the “highland dances” and the
“national dances”. The highland dances,
the more traditional and best known, com-
prise of the Sword Dance, the Highland
Fling, the Highland Reel, and the Seann

Triubhas. With the exception of the Seann
Triubhas, these dances are originally per-
formed as battle victory dances by
Scottish warriors to demonstrate agility,
strength and skill. They were danced over
the swords of the victorious and the van-
quished (for the Sword Dance) and over a
shield (for the Fling).

The Seann Triubhas takes its origin as
an act of rebellion against the 1745 ban
of wearing the Highland kilt. Thirty years
later the ban was lifted and the celebration
of shedding the hated trousers (or Triub-

Contributed photo
Charlotte Tanner and Ellena Ross of the Adele
Campbell School of Dance are pictured in their
traditional highland kilts and garments.
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Highland Dancers successful at ScotDance Canada National Championship

has) to wear the kilt inspires the steps of
the dance.

Among the more popular National Danc-
es are the Scottish Lilt, and the Flora Mac-
donald’s Fancy. These dances are more
balletic and provided women a chance to
participate, as highland dances were tradi-
tionally danced only by men. The women
wear the Aboyne dress for these, histori-
cally because the kilt was a male-only gar-
ment.

Flora MacDonald is a celebrated figure in

Scottish history as she smuggled Charles
Edward Stuart (or “Bonnie” Prince Char-
lie) back to the Isle of Skye after the failed
battle of Culloden to reclaim the throne for
Scotland in 1746.

Keeping Scottish history alive through
the vibrancy of its dances is a popular, co-
lourful, and active way to celebrate Scot-
tish culture.

Raftis: Motion based on misinformation

Continued from page 4

treatment of planners at public consultations and online discussion forums and dissemi-
nation of misinformation related to planning principles and policies.

“One such example is the planning concept of the 15-Minute City, also known as ‘Com-
plete Communities,” which has been subject to particular scrutiny and misunderstanding
of its objectives. This has resulted in alarming instances of hostile behaviour and threats
towards planners and public servants, disruptive conduct in consultation meetings, and

the need for law enforcement interventions.”

Conspiracy theories related to the 15-Minute City concept have been cropping up around
the globe for years now. Here’s a pretty concise fact check by Reuters, an international

news agency.
“A “15-minute city’ is an urban planning model that
envisions an environment where people can access
amenities within a 15-minute walk, bike ride, or pub-
lic transport journey from their homes. Reuters found
no evidence that the concept promotes or equates to
a lockdown, as many people have claimed online.”
And here’s Perth-Wellington MPP Matthew Rae,
parliamentary secretary to the Minister of Municipal
Affairs and Housing (MMAH), explaining there is
no provincial policy pushing the agenda, provided in
response to inquiries from Midwestern Newspapers:
“Our provincial government recently updated the
Provincial Planning Statement (PPS) to reduce red
tape, streamline processes, and give our municipal
partners greater flexibility to build more housing. The
PPS 2024 does not reference 15-Minute Cities. Mu-
nicipalities are responsible for submitting their own
Official Plans and deciding how best to grow their
communities. Official Plans must, at minimum, align
with the PPS.”

Midwestern Newspapers has heard from several
sources that concerns about the issue locally stem
from a Brockton planning meeting, at which the term
“walkability” was dropped and a consultant men-
tioned 15-Minute cities by way of example.

Thus, here we are, with Brockton Council the pur-
veyor of misinformation through circulation of their
meaningless (legally speaking) and misguided mo-
tion to other local councils (as well as the premier,
MMAH and the Association of Municipalities of
Ontario) in search of support in their battle with the
15-Minute City Bogeyman, getting people stirred up
about literally nothing. South Bruce, without discus-
sion, passed a motion of support at its most recent
meeting.

It is to be hoped that members of other councils in
receipt of this motion will do a bit of research (even
a quick Google check) before endorsing this rubbish.
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