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AYRING THE NEW.J. . by reneSchmidt-Adeney

Time to throw the book at the big rule-
breakers

Heritage buildings are steadily being demol-
ished in North Dumfries. In the past two months,
three applications that were made to North Dum-
fries Council, for various building projects, have
involved heritage homes — and one heritage home
on Cedar Creek Road was demolished by a de-
veloper with no permission and no permit.

So far, North Dumfries Township has not as-
sessed any fines, even though the offense oc-
curred a year ago.

| think it’s time to start laying fines against peo-
ple who decide to “beg forgiveness” once they
are caught out. Especially when it’s a big-city de-
veloper who appears to be coming into the town-
ship to build a large industrial subdivision, make
lots of money, and then leave with all the profits.

The property in question was a former farm
property, and contained a fieldstone farmhouse,
built circa 1850.

They had a similar problem in Kingston and
residents lobbied to have council enforce fines.
The following is from the Kingston Whig Standard
from August 10, 2023:

“In accordance with Kingston bylaws and the
Ontario Heritage Act, individuals found guilty of
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Demolished farmhose at 2509 Cedar Crek Road.

contravening heritage regulation are subject to
fines up to $50,000 or imprisonment for up to one
year. Corporations can be hit with a fine of up to
$250,000.”

And similar to what I’'ve heard at local coun-
cil meetings, Kingston is no different with one
Kingston resident who said, “Some owners have
professed ignhorance of the property’s designa-
tion, the city bylaw for heritage, and the Ontario
Heritage Act.”

In some cases, | understand that a heritage

home can’t be saved
— whether it results in
“demolition by neglect”,
or demolition due to the
ravages of time.

But ignorance should
not be bliss.

Fences, porches,
sheds

In my job as a council reporter, I'll bet that
twice a year an application comes to council
(Brant, Blandford-Blenheim, North Dumfries) to
bring a structure into “compliance”, because it is
“non-conforming”. That means it was built with-
out township approvals.

It's often a fence, porch, shed, but lately we
are seeing more additions, garage conversions,
pools. Pretty soon, it could be an entire house
that pops up in a backyard as an ARU (additional
residential unit), and if the owner gets caught,
they will plead “oops.”

Or, it will be a big-time developer that hired a
big-time planning company — and all of this ex-
pertise didn’t realize there were rules around de-
molishing heritage buildings.

It’s time to make the bleeding stop.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Concerns raised over inaccuracies in Region of Waterloo land assemhly staff report

The Fight for Farmland Group has urged Re-
gional Council to reject Report PDL-ECD-24-007
due to significant inaccuracies, environmental
issues, and lack of transparency related to the
Wilmot Land Assembly process.

Key concerns include:

1. Omitted Financial Costs: The report fails to
address the substantial financial impact of de-
stroying a thriving corn crop. Local farmers ad-
vised against this destruction, yet taxpayer dol-
lars were spent on unnecessary crop loss.

2. Misleading Job Creation Claims: The re-
port optimistically suggests thousands of jobs
will be created without identifying an end-user.
This claim lacks credibility, especially considering
trends toward automation.

3. Climate Commitment Violations: The land
assembly contradicts the Region’s strategic plan
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 50% by
2030. The development will likely increase emis-
sions due to its location and commuting require-
ments, with no evidence of climate consider-
ations in the decision-making process.

4. Local Agriculture Impact: In July 2024, 160
acres of nearly-harvest-ready corn were destroyed
for an archaeological assessment, despite local
experts disputing the timing and necessity of this
action. This destruction demonstrates poor plan-
ning and disrespect for local farmers.

5. Ignored Alternatives: Better-suited industrial
locations were overlooked in favor of the Wilmot
site, which meets only 7 out of 44 criteria estab-

lished by the Ontario Job Site Challenge.

6. Lack of Transparency: Requests for essen-
tial reports related to environmental impacts have
been denied, raising concerns about undisclosed
studies. Local landowners have not been con-
sulted about crop destruction or land acquisition.

“The inaccuracies and omissions in this report
are too significant to ignore,” said Alfred Low-
rick, spokesperson for Fight for Farmland. “We
demand an immediate halt to this process and a
complete re-evaluation.”

The group encourages citizens to advocate for
responsible land use and climate action.

A. Lowrick
M. Reusser
Fight for Farmland Group

At the Ayr News, we offer full colour digital printing. It’s the perfect
solution for your next project. Get yourself noticed with our high
quality prints and brilliant colour. We would be more than happy to
get you started on your next project. Get it done right the first time.
Get it done locally.

e Letterheads ¢ Log Books

e Envelopes e Work Orders

e Business Cards e Black Copies

e Tickets ¢ Full Colour Copies
¢ [nvitations ¢ Flyers

Ayr News Ltd. - 519-632-7432 - ayrnews@golden.net




