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INSIDE 

 Residents at Riverside 
Health Care’s Long-Term 
Care facilities in Emo and 
Rainy River have been 
busy getting their grounds 
and living spaces prepared 
for fall holidays and colder 
weather.

Ringing in
autumn

Emo Feeds held their an-
nual Fall Market event last 
Saturday featuring plenty 
of fun for the whole family, 
including a petting zoo and 
apple cider pressing.

Harvest
market

Team Bonot has secured 
victory in the Northern 
Ontario Mixed Provincial 
Championship and are 
heading out to the Cana-
dian Nationals in Canmore, 
Alta., come November.

Bonot heading to 
nationals

See story on 
B7

See photos on
A10 

See photos on
B1 

Ministry of Environment Licensed and Approved Facility
• Insurance Company Recommended • Lifetime Paint Warranty

• Complete Autoglass Replacement

“Our reputation 
is your guarantee”

Call 807-274-4400
• After Hours: 807-274-5497 

• Email: ryellowega@hotmail.com
990 McIrvine Road, Fort Frances, Ontario P9A 3W5

RON’S AUTO BODYRON’S AUTO BODY
Oh Deer!

Had a collision? Come and see us.

Peyton Dolyny placed first place in the Junior Girls race at 
last weekend’s track and field meet. The event was the last of 

the year, with several schools gathering near Fort Frances to 
take part. For more photos and the standings, see B8. 

- Allan Bradbury photo

By Ken Kellar
Staff writer
kkellar@fortfrances.com

While the Canada-United 
States border is set to open up 
even further early next month, 
the mayors of Fort Frances and 
International Falls are express-
ing some concerns even as they 
celebrate the communities be-
ing able to connect once more.

Following the move by the 
Canadian government to reopen 
the land border to U.S. travel-
lers back in August, the U.S. 
land border will be reopened to 
fully vaccinated Canadian trav-
ellers in November, bringing a 
20-month-long closure to an 
end. The world’s largest land 
border was originally closed in 
March 2020 as the COVID-19 
pandemic hit and closures be-
came the new normal.

Fort Frances Mayor June 
Caul shared that she is “on-
the-fence” about the border 
reopening. On the one hand 
she is glad that families will be 
able to reconnect after years 
apart. However, she said she is 
still hesitant about health and 
safety concerns, particularly for 
seniors who are more at risk 
of health complications from 
COVID-19.

“I worry about the fact that 
we haven’t gotten our own 
country completely healed yet, 
never mind letting people go 
back and forth,” she said.

“We know the numbers have 
been up and down also in Min-
nesota, so that concerns me, but 
I am happy for people who will 
be able to go back and forth to 
see relatives, and I know lots of 
snowbirds will want to go south. 
For tourism, both coming and 
going, it’s great, but I still have a 
little bit of trepidation about it.”

Across the border, Interna-
tional Falls mayor Harley Droba 
said he is less concerned with 
the health impacts of Canadians 
travelling into the United States, 
particularly as vaccine numbers 
continue to rise in both coun-
tries.

“The way I look at it is, we’ve 
had so much time to be vacci-
nated, both on the American 
and Canadian sides, and those 
who want to be vaccinated 
have been,” he said.

“Those that have not been 
vaccinated are not coming over, 
so in my opinion, it’s the safest 
route that we can take to get to 
a sense of economic normalcy.”

Droba said his community 
is looking forward to welcom-
ing back Canadian travellers, 
particularly as the impact has 
extended beyond tourism and 
other business.

By Merna Emara
Staff Writer
memara@fortfrances.com

The Town of Fort Frances 
council dismissed the Integrity 
Commissioner’s recommended 
sanctions against Coun. Douglas 
Judson.

Darrell Matson, delegated 
commissioner to the Town of 
Fort Frances, made three rec-
ommendations to council mem-
bers: that his report be received 
for information purposes, that 
Judson publicly acknowledge 
his lapse of judgment and issue 
a public apology, and that the 
report be made available to the 
public.

The 5 to 1 vote, with Coun. 
Mike Behan holding the vote 
of dissent, did not recognize 
the recommended sanction of 
having Judson issue a public 
apology.

However, all council mem-
bers voted to accept Matson’s 
report to be received for infor-
mation purposes while being 
made available to the public.

Judson emailed a statement, 
following the Committee of 
the Whole and regular council 
meeting, saying the result was 
a victory for common sense 
and the protection of political 
expression. 

The commissioner’s report 

was sparked when a com-
plaint was submitted on Dec. 
17, 2020, accusing Judson of 
breaching the municipal Code 
of Conduct by attributing an 
anonymous letter to the editor 
published in the Fort Frances 
Times to a “white senior citi-
zen.”

Matson’s report was replete 
with screen grabs of Judson’s 
public social media accounts, in 
which he comments and writes 

his opinion of those opposing 
the effort to rename both Colo-
nization Roads in Fort Frances.

The Integrity Commissioner 
found the complaints against 
Judson to be unsubstantiated, 
saying the essence of the com-
mentary in the posts represents 
political commentary and opin-
ion.

However, Matson did take 
exception with Judson reattrib-
uting a public statement by a 

“Flinders Place Resident” to a 
“White Senior Citizen.”

“There are a multitude of 
ways to express the same core 
political message without mak-
ing discriminatory remarks,” 
Matson said. “Regardless of 
councillor Judson’s intention, 
this can be construed as in-
sulting, disrespectful and dis-
paraging to the member of the 
public.”

Matson added that changing 
the source of the quotation to 
a “white senior citizen” when, 
in fact, the letter to the edi-
tor was attributed to “Flinders 
Place resident” is unacceptable, 
understood in the context of 
the respondent string of social 
media posts on the subject.

By Merna Emara
Staff Writer
memara@fortfrances.com

A legal opinion provided to the Town 
of Fort Frances on wood allocation of 
the Crossroute Forest did not include a 
possible 2017 audit – that would have 

been the most recent audit which also 
referenced the mill being closed  – and 
suggested an uncertain, but possible, 
path for the town to legally challenge 
the renewal of the forest licence.

The 12-page opinion, provided to the 
Times by a source who requested ano-
nymity because they are not authorized 

to speak to it, was a draft document 
produced by Gowling WLG (Canada) 
LLP on Jan. 28, 2019, and emailed to 
Tannis Drysdale, economic development 
officer. 

The Crossroute Sustainable Forest 
License (SFL) was given to Resolute 
Forest Products in 1997, for the purpose 

of harvesting wood. The license then 
gets extended every five years, based on 
audits that assess the compliance of the 
license holder.

The opinion, prepared while Resolute 
still owned the mill property, was to an-
swer four questions: whether Resolute 

Council dismisses sanctions against Judson

See “Legal” A3

Opinion did not consider 2017 audit: report

Fort and 
Falls mayors 
are excited 
but cautious 
about border 
reopening

See “Border” A8

By Merna Emara
Staff Writer
memara@fortfrances.com

Fort Frances Coun. Douglas Judson has 
declared that he has instructed his lawyer to 
begin a legal proceeding against Fort Frances 
Mayor June Caul in the Ontario Superior Court 
of Justice, over alleged abuse of office.

This proceeding was initiated on Sept. 3, 
2021.

Judson released details of his action against 

Caul in a public statement over the weekend, 
in an attempt to prove her bias against him, 
and necessitate her to recuse herself from de-
bating and voting on an Integrity Commission 
report during the Committee of the Whole 
meeting on Monday night.

“I had hoped to address the matters it con-
cerns out of public view. However, as a result 
of the Mayor’s refusal to acknowledge her con-
flict and recuse herself from the Integrity 

See “Councillors” A8

  “There are a multitude of ways to 
express the same core political mes-
sage without making discriminatory 
remarks.”

- Darrell Matson

Running for the black and gold

Judson and Caul before court

See “Judson” A8
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IS THIS YOU?IS THIS YOU?
Your picture has been 

selected from a past issue 
of the Fort Frances Times.
Please bring this ad to the 
Fort Frances Times offi ce, 

116 First Street East to 
collect your coupon for a...

FREE Small 
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at
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holmlundfinancial.ca

a new partnership.   S A M E  T R U S T E D  S E RV I C E .S A M E  T R U S T E D  S E RV I C E .

Holmlund Financial is excited to announce that we have joined the Optimize Wealth family. 
The Optimize platform is the next generation in premier wealth management. With a full 

suite of innovative services and the support of such a strong dealership, 
we are poised to ensure even greater client success!

Decisions Made Easier.  Lives Made Better.

FORT FRANCES MUSKIE THEATRE PRESENTS

The Legend
of Sleepy Hollow

OCTOBER 28, 29 & 30
TOWNSHEND THEATRE

7:00 PM
GENERAL ADMISSION $7, SENIORS $5

Tickets available at Causeway Insurance
This message proudly provided

by Causeway Insurance Brokers in support
of Muskie Theatre.

Written by John Heimbush

STARTING MONDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2021

Breakfast served daily.
Monday - Saturday 8 - 11 am
Sundays 8 am - 2 pm

Check out the menu

Open for 
Breakfast

laplacerendezvous.scvr.co | 274.9811 We are very pleased to support
Riverside Foundation’s ongoing commitment to ‘care 
close to home’.  Because provincial funding does not 
cover the cost of this equipment, it is only through 
local fundraising that these purchases are possible.  
Having state-of-the-art equipment not only helps 
patients but it also helps to attract and retain staff. 

  
 From personal experience, we know how benefi cial 

it is to avoid hundreds of kilometres of costly and 
time-consuming travel seeking diagnoses.  And 
best of all, having immediate family support is so 
reassuring. 

  ~ Jim & Marnie Cumming

This week: 22 new donors  riversidefoundation.caT

Celebrating
our Employees
of the Month
Harpreet S.,  Dryden ON
Ashley C.,  Fort Frances ON
Terrence C.,  Kenora ON
Ian W.,  Selkirk MB
Sarah B.,  Steinbach MB
Tracey D., Sage Creek MB

Congratulations on 
a job well done!

©2021 McDonald’s

Enhance the beauty
of your home.

All Dulux Diamond and
Lifemaster Paint

Eggshell, Flat and Semi-Gloss

274-9249
500 Scott Street

ALL SALES CASH . VISA . INTERAC   

Like Us and Share Us on Facebook

OPEN: Monday to Friday 8 am - 3 pm, Saturday 8:30 am - 2 pm

PAINT SALE

DIAMOND $52.95
LIFEMASTER  $49.95

Ladies 
November 4th

Open late until 8 pm

Door Crashers
Draws & free samples
Tax free clothing & pjs*

75%
pleasure 

items

  Night

2 5 6  S c o t t  S t r e e t * s e l e c t  i t e m s

More from A1

Forest Products was harvest-
ing and supplying forest re-
sources from the Crossroute 
Forest management unit in a 
manner that complies with the 
terms and conditions of the 
SFL, whether the Ministry of 
Natural Resources and Forestry 
may act to amend or vary 
the terms and conditions of 
the Crossroute SFL, whether 
the Ontario province may be 
liable to a third party for fail-
ing to enforce the terms and 
conditions of the Crossroute 
SFL, and whether Ontario has 
jurisdiction over private trans-
actions relating to Resolute’s 
Crossroute SFL.

The firm provided the opin-
ion to council in January 2019 
but stated at the time that a full 
legal opinion would not be pos-
sible without an Independent 
Forest Audit (IFA) that was 
reportedly conducted in 2017 
– a fact which was pointed out 
several times in the document. 
Although the existence of an 
IFA was referenced in Reso-
lute’s Annual Report, the firm 
was unable to locate it for the 
opinion. The Times has not 
been able to confirm that an 
IFA was conducted in 2017. 
Seth Kursman, senior spokes-
person for Resolute, wrote in 
an email to the Times that an 
audit was done and submitted 
to the ministry January 2018.  

The Times also reached out 
to Drysdale for comment, but 
she declined to provide one on 
grounds that the legal advice is 
considered privileged.

At the time the opinion 
was provided, an audit was 
not available on the ministry’s 
website, according to standard 
protocol. However, one was 
placed in the ministry’s ar-
chives on Oct. 7, 2019, about 
eight months after the opinion 
was rendered to the town. The 
audit was finally posted to the 
ministry website July 2021. 

“For a more recent conclu-
sion on wood supply condition 
compliance, we should obtain 
and review a copy of the 2017 
IFA for the Crossroute SFL,” 
the report states.

IFAs are the process by 
which the minister is advised 
of non-compliance with a li-
cense. Under Section 26(4) of 
the Crown Forest Sustainability 
Act (CFSA), if the minister is 
not satisfied that Resolute has 
complied with the terms of the 
Crossroute SFL, the license will 
not be extended, according to 
a footnote in the legal opinion.

However, the firm concluded 
that Resolute had complied 
with the terms and conditions 
of the Crossroute SFL – based 
on the 2012 audit.

Fort Frances Mayor June 
Caul said the town has not 
requested a follow up opinion 
that includes any audit con-
ducted in 2017. 

“Sometimes I get really an-
gry with myself, because we 
depend and trust the people 
who are working for the ben-
efit of the town, because we 
don’t have the knowledge that 
sometimes I wish I had,” Caul 

said. “Council is made up of 
everyday people on the street 
who just want to help the town 
become a better place.”

Caul added that she wished 
she had known the significance 
of the possible 2017 audit be-
fore the mill started coming 
down. She said this puts a 
question in her mind.

“The [Rainy River Future 
Development Corporation] 
should have been saying that 
there should have been an au-
dit done for 2017 right away,” 
Caul said. “That audit made 
a heck of a big difference be-
cause Fort Frances was taken 
out of the equation as far 
as wood supply. That’s what 
made me angry and that’s why 
I started questioning.”

After the last publicly avail-
able IFA, the Fort Frances pa-
per mill shut down its opera-
tions in 2014. But based on the 
2012 audit, Resolute has deliv-
ered forest resources under the 
Crossroute SFL to its facilities 
in Thunder Bay, Sapawe and 
Ignace.

However, the legal opinion 
states that it is not possible for 
them to confirm that Resolute 
is meeting volume allocation 
following the closure of their 
facility in Fort Frances.

Gowling also said that On-
tario can amend the terms and 
conditions of the Crossroute 
SFL or create an overlay li-
cense, as stated in the CFSA.

According to the CFSA, a 
SFL should be cancelled and 
a new one is to be granted to 
a company that was formed 
for the purpose of carrying out 
forest management responsi-
bilities in the unit that is not 
associated with any particular 
forest processing facility.”

The Crossroute SFL, num-
bered 542245, issued in 1997 
to Resolute, was transferred 
to the Boundary Waters For-
est Management Corporation 
(BWFMC) in 2020 under the 
same license number.

The legal report also did not 
reference the December 2017 
Order in Council that extended 
the SFL license for 10 years. 
The last Order in Council also 
did not refer to a 2017 IFA. 

Caul said the Crossroute 

SFL expired in 2017, and a 
new one should have been 
issued for the BWFMC. She 
added that experts hired by the 
town should have seen the red 
flags in the legal report.

“The people who have 
worked on the Boundary Wa-
ters management plan…have 
gone to all the meetings when 
the Crossroute Forest changed 
over to the BWFMC,” Caul 
said. “They should have made 
sure the legal counsel that they 
did ask had a report given in 
2017. It makes you wonder 
why they would have moved 
further with that.”

Gowling stated in the opinion 
that wood supply agreement 
guarantees the availability of 
certain forest resources to com-
mitment holders identified in 
an SFL. In the Crossroute SFL, 
Resolute was to supply certain 
volumes of timber products to 
the Fort Frances processing fa-
cility, Ainsworth GP Ltd., and 
other traditional operators.

However, only the minister 
is required to consider whether 
Resolute is complying with the 
Crossroute SFL term and con-
ditions.

The opinion states that while 
there is no formal reporting 
mechanism under the CFSA, 
they did not see any barriers 
to the Town of Fort Frances 
writing to the minister asking 
them to exercise their power to 
cancel a license, provided there 
is evidence of noncompliance.

“The ball is in Greg Rick-
ford’s court and for somebody 
from the ministry to finally 
step up and start investigat-
ing a little bit themselves,” 
Caul said. “I think they’ve been 
quite content to just sit in their 
offices and their excuse has al-
ways been that this is a private 
company. But there were peo-
ple interested in getting wood 
supply to use. But Fort Frances 
was taken out and nobody 
stepped up to say this is not 
right.”

The Times also reached to 
Rickford for comment, but 
none was provided as of press 
time. 

More from A1

“We’re obviously very ex-
cited to have our Canadian 
friends and families come over 
and utilize our community,” 
Droba said.

“We’ve missed both the com-
merce as well as the friendship 
and fellowship. We have so 
many families that have been 
separated between the last 
two years, so we’re very happy 
to have them come back.”

However, there are still con-
cerns regarding how Canadi-
ans will travel back and forth 
between the two countries. At 
time of writing, the Canadian 
government requires anyone 
entering Canada to have a 
negative PCR or accepted test 
that is less than 72 hours old, 
even if they are fully vacci-
nated. For many coming into 
Canada, this test must be ac-
quired in their country of ori-
gin. The government states on 
its website that “Canadian cit-
izens, people registered under 
the Indian Act, permanent res-
idents and protected persons 
travelling to the United States 
are allowed to do their pre-en-
try molecular test before they 
leave Canada.” The United 
States government requires no 
such test, only proof of or at-
testation to their vaccination 
status, according to the CBC. 

However, this still leaves 
the burden of the test on the 
individual traveller, something 
both Caul and Droba worry 
could hamper efforts to bring 
the communities and shared 
economy back together.

“I can tell you there’s been 
some talk amongst border 
mayors of Ontario hoping that 
[negative test] requirement 
can be lifted,” Caul said.

“If you don’t need anything 
going across [to the U.S. side], 
as long as you proved you’ve 
been vaccinated, they feel it’s 
time to take that [requirement] 
away, and it’s so expensive for 
people to have to even do, 
I’m sure it will deter a lot of 
people from even going across 

because of that.”
Caul continued on to say 

that the consortium of border 
mayors will likely be meet-
ing in the near future and 
corresponding with the Min-
ister of Public Safety follow-
ing Trudeau’s cabinet shuffle. 
According to information re-
leased on Tuesday morning, 
the new minister will be Mark 
Mendicino.

Droba echoed Caul’s con-
cerns with people potentially 
being put off crossing due to 
the test requirements.

“That is the exact concern I 
have,” Droba said.

“I think you’ll have some 
families come over because 
it’s been so long since they’ve 
been able to see each other, 
but just to pop over to go to 
the grocery store and gas sta-
tion, I just don’t see that for a 
while.”

Droba shared that he feels 

the greater impact of the bor-
der closure on the area’s econ-
omy is something that won’t 
be seen until a few years 
have passed, but he noted 
that while Canadian travel-
lers were mostly barred from 
crossing into the States, other 
travellers helped make up for 
the difference.

“With the Canadian bor-
der being closed, we’ve had 
more Americans literally stop 
at the end of the road here 
in International Falls,” Droba 
explained.

“So our commerce has still 
been relatively good, just a 
different type of commerce, 
but we definitely missed the 
Canadian traffic coming this 
way.”

Still, Droba noted that there 
has been plenty of change in 
and around International Falls 
that will hold some surprises 
for whenever the majority of 
Canadian travellers, particu-
larly those from Fort Frances 
and nearby areas, are able 
to return to our sister city 
to the south. In addition to 
business turnover, Droba said 
new businesses, along with 
infrastructure changes and im-
provements have been taking 
place throughout the closure.

“I think there’s going to be 
a little bit of a shock for those 
who haven’t been over from 
all of the things that have hap-
pened in the last two years,” 
he said.

“We have two new hotels 
being built, we’ve had a ton 
of growth, road construction, 
brand new gas stations, we’ve 
had a lot change since the last 
time you were here.”

Legal opinion to council did not 
consider possible 2017 forest audit

Border town mayors lobbying to have 
testing requirements lifted for residents

  “I think you’ll 
have some fami-
lies come over be-
cause it’s been so 
long since they’ve 
been able to see 
each other, but 
just to pop over 
to go to the gro-
cery store and 
gas station, I just 
don’t see that for 
a while.”

- Harley Droba
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