
By Jordan Snobelen

ERIN – Not all exposures 
to active COVID-19 cases in 
educational settings or on 
school transportation are 
reported as soon as they 
could be, the Advertiser has 
found.

A social media user iden-
tified as Michael Smith in 
the “Erin Community Talk” 
Facebook group posted a 
message about receiving a 
late notification from Erin 
Public School about a poten-
tial COVID-19 exposure 
involving their child.

“So I just had an auto-
mated call about my kid hav-
ing a potential exposure to 
[COVID-19] at school on [Oct. 
4]. Would’ve been nice to 
know like 10 days ago,” stat-
ed Smith’s post, which was 
shared with the Advertiser 
from the closed Facebook 
group.

An edit to the post states: 
“It looks like the school was 
just notified today. Why did 
it take public health so long?”

Hillsburgh resident 
Michael Dehn reached out to 
the Advertiser with his own 
concerns about the situation 
after seeing the post.

Dehn explained his child, 
a Grade 1 student at Brisbane 
Public School, would normal-
ly share a school bus with 
Erin Public School students, 
possibly opening the door to 
exposure to the positive case 
from the Erin school, despite 
his child not going there.

Upper Grand District 
School Board (UGDSB)
communications manager 
Heather Loney confirmed 
“some buses” transport stu-
dents from both schools.

For that reason, Dehn has 
gone out of his way since the 
pandemic began to drive his 
child to and from school in 
Brisbane to lessen the risk 
of exposure to the virus on 
school transportation.

“I mean there’s still a lot 
of people out there who don’t 
believe that COVID is a prob-
lem,” Dehn said.

A letter about the case, 
sent out to families and signed 
by Erin Public School princi-
pal Paul Huddleston, stated 
Wellington-Dufferin-Guelph 
Public Health (WDGPH) had 
notified the school that “an 
individual” had tested posi-
tive and the “individual was 
at school during their infec-
tious period.”

Huddleston’s letter went 
on to state the individual’s 
10-day infectious period 
had since passed, meaning 
there would be no isolation 
requirements.

“As a result, [WDGPH] 
has provided communication 
to the individual, with direc-
tion for them to go for testing 
and to continue monitoring 
for symptoms,” the letter 
stated.

“We would also ask that 
families continue to moni-
tor your personal health and 

complete the self-screening 
tool each day before leaving 
for school.”

Loney told the Advertiser 
in an email, “the school and 
board were not notified by 
public health until the after-
noon of [Oct. 18], which 
was after the date the case 
had been cleared by public 
health.”

When the school learned 
of the two-week-old case, 
notification was sent to fami-
lies that same day, following 
protocol from WDGPH.

The principal collected 
contact tracing information 
and sent it to WDGPH. All 
staff and families were noti-
fied of the exposure through 
email and a robocall.

The notification and let-
ter were posted online and 
WDGPH provided a letter 
to Huddleston recommend-
ing students in one class be 
tested and self-monitor for 
symptoms.

The case was not posted 
on the board’s website—only 
active cases are posted pub-
licly, Loney explained.

Loney was unable to say 
when, and for how long, the 
infected and symptomatic 
individual would have been 
exposing students, staff and 
their families to the virus, 
noting WDGPH doesn’t pro-
vide that information.

WDGPH spokesperson 
Danny Williamson stated in 
an email to the Advertiser the 
case “was tested very late in 
what would have been their 
… isolation period.”

In other words, because of 
late testing, the public health 
unit wasn’t aware of the case 
until after the infectious and 
coinciding isolation period 
had ended.

Williamson declined to 
provide more details about 
the specific case, citing pri-
vacy concerns.

Dehn takes issue with 
what he says is lack of com-
munication from WDGPH 
about reasons for the delay.

“Unless the media reports, 
it doesn’t do the community 
any good when the answers 
aren’t published,” he stated 
in an email.

When public health units 
become aware of a positive 
test result, case management 
workers “move as quickly as 
possible” on tracing contacts, 
establishing when symptoms 
began (infectious periods are 
thought to begin two days 
before symptom onset, con-
tinuing for up to 10 days) 
and who the case has come 
in contact with during that 
time, Williamson explained.

“More than 95% of posi-
tive cases and high risk 
contacts are contacted by 
[WDGPH] within 24 hours,” 
Williamson stated, adding 
that statistic changes to 98% 
within 48 hours.

What public health can-
not control, Williamson said, 
is “how long people wait to 
get tested after they start to 

experience symptoms.”
And people can test posi-

tive for the virus for up to 
three months outside of their 
infectious period because 
PCR testing picks up frag-
ments of genetic material left 
behind in a person’s nose as 
the virus sheds.

“Our whole system of 
being able to really isolate 
cases, manage their contacts, 
get them isolated—depends 
upon quickly identifying 
those cases; the longer people 
wait, the more chance there 
is for COVID to spread,” said 
WDGPH associate medical 
officer of health Dr. Matthew 
Tenenbaum in a phone call 
with the Advertiser.

“It can be a bit of a punch 

in the gut to think about 
the fact that their kid was 
exposed ‘X’ days ago and they 
wouldn’t have even known 
until today; we recognize that 
source of frustration and ten-
sion.”

Tenenbaum added the 
“phenomenon” of late testing 
has been seen “a few times.”

Loney confirmed, as of 
Oct. 28, there has been three 
total UGDSB cases where 
notification to schools of an 
active case was delayed.

“In two of those cases, the 
individual was never present 
at school during the infec-
tious period,” Loney stated 
in an email.

Wellington Catholic 
District School Board com-

munications officer Ali 
Wilson said, in part, “We 
are not aware of situations 
where there has been a his-
torical case,” responding to 
an Advertiser inquiry.

Wilson also mentioned 
cases are “no longer figured 
into our reporting” when stu-
dents aren’t at school during 
their infectious period.

Tenenbaum said, “We 
do really want to critically 
protect schools … the impor-
tance of maintaining in-per-
son learning is so important 
to the well-being of children.

“Even those people who 
are a bit COVID-measure-
skeptical will acknowledge 
the importance of having 
their kids in school and if we 

have COVID being transmit-
ted that makes it sometimes 
more challenging to keep 
schools operating well.”

He added the health unit 
is “trying to be creative” in 
getting people tested and is 
looking at “alternate ways 
of deploying testing that 
increases uptake and makes 
it more comfortable,” includ-
ing saliva-based testing and 
take-home test kits.

Tenenbaum acknowl-
edged even those who once 
followed public health mea-
sures are now fatigued, but 
he stressed keeping up mea-
sures in the “last leg of this 
journey” will put everyone in 
a better position for a return 
to normal.
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Hi2450 medium wood insert in timberline brown enamel finish with decorative cast grille.

340 Woodlawn Rd. W. Guelph 
In the Hanlon Square Plaza
Mon-Fri 10-5:30, Sat 10-4

519.767.0817
www.buckenhamfireplaces.com

& READY
FOR IMMEDIATE PURCHASE

IN STOCK

GAS • WOOD • ELECTRIC
STOVES • FIREPLACES • INSERTS

Guar� � ed
INSTALLATION
BEFORE CHRISTMAS 
ON IN STOCK MODELS!
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LRI4E shown with regular backing plate, Vignette faceplate in Black, Door Inlay in Black and Rustic Brown Brick Panels.

○ Natural gas
○ Safety screen
○ Ceramic safety glass
○ High definition log set
○ Ceramic burner with glowing ember bed
○ Electronic ignition with SureFire™ switch
○ Proflame I GTMF remote control
○ Variable speed blower for max heat distribution
○ 6-tube heat exchanger for max efficiencies
○ 30° angled flue for versatile installation
○ Direct vent
○ Limited lifetime warranty

○ Vignette faceplates in various designs and colors
○ Vignette inlays in various designs & colors
○ Faceplate spacer for shallow fireplace installations
○ Interior panels in Old Town Red, Rustic Brown or Volcanic Black
○ Reflective Black Enamel Interior Panels 
○ Small, regular, arched, oversized and custom backing plates
○ Mantel deflector for reduced clearances
○ Hearth trim kits for raised hearth installations
○ Wall thermostat
○ Regency flex liners
○ Propane conversion kit

REGENCY LIBERTY® RADIANT LRI4E
Medium Gas Insert

S TA N D A R D  F E AT U R E S O P T I O N S

S P E C I F I C AT I O N S

SPECIFICATIONS  NATURAL GAS PROPANE

Input (BTU) 31,000 31,000

Turn down to (BTU) 22,000 26,000

Efficiency (steady state) 71.45% 73.01%

EnerGuide Rating (Canada only) 70.27% 69.36%

DIMENSIONS

Width (front) 30"

Width (rear) 22"

Height 20"

Depth (without spacer) 18"

Depth (with spacer) 15-3/4" regency-fire.com

Hi2450 medium wood insert in timberline brown enamel finish with decorative cast grille.Hi2450 medium wood insert in timberline brown enamel finish with decorative cast grille.

○Natural gas
○Safety screen
○Flame height adjustment
○Millivolt system with proflame remote control
○Direct Vent
○Black steel pedestal
○Pedestal side panels
○Variable speed blower
○1-piece wrap around door in brushed nickel or black
○Battery back up system keeps the heat on in the event 

of a power outage

○Choose between natural oak or driftwood logs
○Brushed nickel or black louvers
○Wall thermostat
○BTU reduction kit
○Propane conversion kit
○AstroCap™ Venting System
○Vertical or horizontal direct vent terminations

REGENCY ULTIMATE™ U39
Direct Vent Gas Stove

STANDARD FEATURESOPTIONS

SPECIFICATIONS

regency-fire.com

SPECIFICATIONS NATURAL GASPROPANE

Input (BTU)38,00038,000

Turn down to (BTU)26,00030,000

Efficiency (steady state)77.61%77.97%

EnerGuide Rating (Canada 
only)71.45%74.31%

Ultimate U39 gas stove with wrap around black door and black louvers.

Ci2700 shown with low profile faceplate (digital catalytic monitor not shown).

REGENCY PRO-SERIES™ Ci2700
Large Wood Insert

regency-fire.com

includes 10-Year 
100% original 
combustor coverage

○ EPA 2020 certified
○ Front mounted air adjustment & catalytic bypass
○ Digital catalytic temperature monitor
○ High performance brick-lined firebox
○ Clean glass airwash system
○ Heavy gauge steel log retainers
○ Contemporary cast iron door with ceramic glass
○ 110° opening door for easy loading
○ Quick access leveling bolts
○ Rollers for easy installation
○ 10-year 100% coverage on original catalyst

○ Low profile or contemporary faceplate
○ Backing plate in 2 sizes
○ Concealed 2 speed blower
○ Offset flue adapter for installation

flexibility
○ Regency stainless steel flex liner kits
○ Flue connectors
○ Wrap insulation kits

FEATURES OPT IONS SPECIFICATIONS

Maximum BTU* 78,000

Typical sq. ft. heated** up to 2,600

Efficiency (EPA LHV) 79%

Max log size 22"

Burn time Up to 14 hours

Emissions 1.3 g/h

Firebox size 2.6 cu. ft.

Flue size 6"
* Length of burn time and BTU range depend on type 
of wood, moisture content, climate conditions and 
installation. 
** Varies depending on home floor plan, house layout, 
heat loss of the house and quality/moisture content 
of wood.

regency-fire.com

F2450 medium wood stove shown with black cast iron door & pedestal.

REGENCY CLASSIC™ F2450
Medium Wood Stove

○ EPA 2020 certified
○ Large fire viewing area
○ Wood finished handle
○ Heavy duty cast hinges
○ Front mounted air adjustment
○ Air operating tool
○ High performance brick-lined firebox
○ Clean glass airwash system
○ Rear heat deflector
○ Mobile home and alcove approved
○ Closest clearances in the industry

○ Cast iron door with heat radiating 
ceramic glass in black or nickel accent

○ Pedestal base
○ Bottom heat shield with cast iron legs 

in black or brushed nickel
○ Ash drawer
○ 2 speed blower
○ Convector airmate
○ Outside air kit

FEATURES OPTIONS SPECIFICATIONS

Maximum BTU* 75,000

Typical sq. ft. heated** 1,000 - 2,200

Efficiency (EPA LHV) 78%

Max log size 18"

Burn time Up to 10 hours

Emissions 2.3 g/h

Firebox size 2.3 cu. ft.

Flue size 6"
* Length of burn time and BTU range depend on type 
of wood, moisture content, climate conditions and 
installation. 
** Varies depending on home floor plan, house layout, 
heat loss of the house and quality/moisture content 
of wood.
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Active COVID-19 case goes unchecked at Erin school after testing delay

CAMBRIDGE – Effective 
Monday, Nov. 15, the rare 
Charitable Research Reserve 
will be closing four of its 
trails to the public. 

The Osprey Tower, River, 
Woodland, and Alvar Trails 
branching off from the Grand 
Trunk Trail towards the 
Grand River are being shut 
in preparation for the win-
ter, to maintain public safety, 

and to protect local wildlife 
near the Grand River. 

The seasonal trails will 
reopen on March 15, 2022.

The rare Charitable 
Research Reserve is an urban 
land trust and environmental 
institute in Waterloo Region 
and Wellington County, with 
its seven locations protecting 
over 1,200 acres of environ-
mentally sensitive lands. 

Seasonal trails close Nov. 15 at reserve


