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Active COVID-19 case goes unchecked at Erin school after testing delay

By Jordan Snobelen

ERIN - Not all exposures
to active COVID-19 cases in
educational settings or on
school transportation are
reported as soon as they
could be, the Advertiser has
found.

A social media user iden-
tified as Michael Smith in
the “Erin Community Talk”
Facebook group posted a
message about receiving a
late notification from Erin
Public School about a poten-
tial COVID-19 exposure
involving their child.

“So I just had an auto-
mated call about my kid hav-
ing a potential exposure to
[COVID-19] at school on [Oct.
4]. Would’ve been nice to
know like 10 days ago,” stat-
ed Smith’s post, which was
shared with the Advertiser
from the closed Facebook
group.

An edit to the post states:
“It looks like the school was
just notified today. Why did
it take public health so long?”

Hillsburgh resident
Michael Dehn reached out to
the Advertiser with his own
concerns about the situation
after seeing the post.

Dehn explained his child,
a Grade 1 student at Brisbane
Public School, would normal-
ly share a school bus with
Erin Public School students,
possibly opening the door to
exposure to the positive case
from the Erin school, despite
his child not going there.

Upper Grand District
School Board (UGDSB)
communications manager

Heather Loney confirmed
“some buses” transport stu-
dents from both schools.

For that reason, Dehn has
gone out of his way since the
pandemic began to drive his
child to and from school in
Brisbane to lessen the risk
of exposure to the virus on
school transportation.

“I mean there’s still a lot
of people out there who don’t
believe that COVID is a prob-
lem,” Dehn said.

A letter about the case,
sentout tofamiliesand signed
by Erin Public School princi-
pal Paul Huddleston, stated
Wellington-Dufferin-Guelph
Public Health (WDGPH) had
notified the school that “an
individual” had tested posi-
tive and the “individual was
at school during their infec-
tious period.”

Huddleston’s letter went
on to state the individual’s
10-day infectious period
had since passed, meaning
there would be no isolation
requirements.

“As a result, [WDGPH]
has provided communication
to the individual, with direc-
tion for them to go for testing
and to continue monitoring
for symptoms,” the letter
stated.

“We would also ask that
families continue to moni-
tor your personal health and

complete the self-screening
tool each day before leaving
for school.”

Loney told the Advertiser
in an email, “the school and
board were not notified by
public health until the after-
noon of [Oct. 18], which
was after the date the case
had been cleared by public
health.”

When the school learned
of the two-week-old case,
notification was sent to fami-
lies that same day, following
protocol from WDGPH.

The principal collected
contact tracing information
and sent it to WDGPH. All
staff and families were noti-
fied of the exposure through
email and a robocall.

The notification and let-
ter were posted online and
WDGPH provided a letter
to Huddleston recommend-
ing students in one class be
tested and self-monitor for
symptoms.

The case was not posted
on the board’s website—only
active cases are posted pub-
licly, Loney explained.

Loney was unable to say
when, and for how long, the
infected and symptomatic
individual would have been
exposing students, staff and
their families to the virus,
noting WDGPH doesn’t pro-
vide that information.

WDGPH spokesperson
Danny Williamson stated in
an email to the Advertiser the
case “was tested very late in
what would have been their
... isolation period.”

In other words, because of
late testing, the public health
unit wasn’t aware of the case
until after the infectious and
coinciding isolation period
had ended.

Williamson declined to
provide more details about
the specific case, citing pri-
vacy concerns.

Dehn takes issue with
what he says is lack of com-
munication from WDGPH
about reasons for the delay.

“Unless the media reports,
it doesn’t do the community
any good when the answers
aren’t published,” he stated
in an email.

When public health units
become aware of a positive
test result, case management
workers “move as quickly as
possible” on tracing contacts,
establishing when symptoms
began (infectious periods are
thought to begin two days
before symptom onset, con-
tinuing for up to 10 days)
and who the case has come
in contact with during that
time, Williamson explained.

“More than 95% of posi-
tive cases and high risk
contacts are contacted by
[WDGPH] within 24 hours,”
Williamson stated, adding
that statistic changes to 98%
within 48 hours.

What public health can-
not control, Williamson said,
is “how long people wait to
get tested after they start to

Seasonal trails close Nov. 15 at reserve

CAMBRIDGE - Effective
Monday, Nov. 15, the rare
Charitable Research Reserve
will be closing four of its
trails to the public.

The Osprey Tower, River,
Woodland, and Alvar Trails
branching off from the Grand
Trunk Trail towards the
Grand River are being shut
in preparation for the win-
ter, to maintain public safety,

and to protect local wildlife
near the Grand River.

The seasonal trails will
reopen on March 15, 2022.

The rare Charitable
Research Reserve is an urban
land trust and environmental
institute in Waterloo Region
and Wellington County, with
its seven locations protecting
over 1,200 acres of environ-
mentally sensitive lands.

experience symptoms.”

And people can test posi-
tive for the virus for up to
three months outside of their
infectious period because
PCR testing picks up frag-
ments of genetic material left
behind in a person’s nose as
the virus sheds.

“Our whole system of
being able to really isolate
cases, manage their contacts,
get them isolated—depends
upon quickly identifying
those cases; the longer people
wait, the more chance there
is for COVID to spread,” said
WDGPH associate medical
officer of health Dr. Matthew
Tenenbaum in a phone call
with the Advertiser.

“It can be a bit of a punch

in the gut to think about
the fact that their kid was
exposed ‘X’ days ago and they
wouldn’t have even known
until today; we recognize that
source of frustration and ten-
sion.”

Tenenbaum added the
“phenomenon” of late testing
has been seen “a few times.”

Loney confirmed, as of
Oct. 28, there has been three
total UGDSB cases where
notification to schools of an
active case was delayed.

“In two of those cases, the
individual was never present
at school during the infec-
tious period,” Loney stated
in an email.

Wellington Catholic
District School Board com-

munications officer Ali
Wilson said, in part, “We
are not aware of situations
where there has been a his-
torical case,” responding to
an Advertiser inquiry.
Wilson also mentioned
cases are ‘“no longer figured
into our reporting” when stu-
dents aren’t at school during
their infectious period.
Tenenbaum said, “We
do really want to critically
protect schools ... the impor-
tance of maintaining in-per-
son learning is so important
to the well-being of children.
“Even those people who
are a bit COVID-measure-
skeptical will acknowledge
the importance of having
their kids in school and if we

have COVID being transmit-
ted that makes it sometimes
more challenging to Kkeep
schools operating well.”

He added the health unit
is “trying to be creative” in
getting people tested and is
looking at “alternate ways
of deploying testing that
increases uptake and makes
it more comfortable,” includ-
ing saliva-based testing and
take-home test kits.

Tenenbaum acknowl-
edged even those who once
followed public health mea-
sures are now fatigued, but
he stressed keeping up mea-
sures in the “last leg of this
journey” will put everyone in
a better position for a return
to normal.
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