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Contributed by Patty Garriock
“A new life begins for us with every second.
Let us go forward joyously to meet it.”

- Jerome K. Jerome
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People with umbrellas shuffle under the marquee at the Royal George Theatre on
Saturday, trying to stay dry. DAVE VAN DE LAAR
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A week ago now, we
reported in great detail
about an incident in which
Niagara-on-the-Lake
developer Benny Marotta
gave Coun. Gary Burroughs
an envelope containing
$10,000 in cash.

After Burroughs reported
the exchange to the town,
council asked for investi-
gations by police and the
town’s integrity commis-
sioner. This is a serious
issue and we will leave it to
those investigators to get to
the bottom of it.

However, in the wake of
The Lake Report’s story,
it is odd and disconcerting
that no other media organi-
zation anywhere in Niagara
(not just NOTL) chose to
report the details. That is
worrisome, because if we
had not reported it, would
anyone know it happened?

As happens nowadays
when a serious issue makes
the news, all manner of
comment and speculation
runs rampant.

That aside, in response to
queries from readers and the
community, last Saturday
we put a series of questions
to all of NOTL’s elected

Ehitorial
Important questions for NO'TL's councillors

municipal representatives.

While these questions
were spurred by the ex-
change between Marotta
and Burroughs, they are
definitely not about that
encounter.

Here is an abbreviated
version of the message sent
in writing to your council
representatives:

In response to The Lake
Report’s story, there has
been a great deal of talk in
the community, on social
media and elsewhere. There
also has been a lot of innu-
endo, nastiness and specula-
tion, unfortunately.

As public servants,
elected by the community
to serve the best interests
of the people of Niagara-
on-the-Lake, we expect that
you would want to clear the
air.

So, we are contacting
each councillor with a series
of simple but relevant ques-
tions. We emphasize that
these questions have noth-
ing to do with any pending
investigations sought by
council. Those investiga-
tions are an entirely differ-
ent issue.

We are giving you each a
public forum to briefly de-
scribe your interactions and
relationships as council
members.

This an attempt to pro-
vide the community with
accurate information and
give council members a
platform for transparency,
accountability and open-
ness — about all council-
lors’ relationships and
business dealings (if any)
with people, companies
and institutions in NOTL.

It is a chance for each
of you to go on the record
regarding any interactions
or relationships you might
have had with people hav-
ing business before the
Town of NOTL, including
but not at all limited to Mr.
Marotta.

Like ourselves and
everyone else in a small
town like NOTL, every
elected official has friends
in town. Some of them do
business with or have busi-
ness before the town, some
own businesses, some
could be developers, some
could be citizen groups
opposed to certain devel-
opments etc.

We are NOT looking for
skeletons in anyone’s clos-
et. We simply want to give
readers and the community
some honest and forthright
information — from you.

We will publish every-
one’s answers in The Lake
Report. If you decline or

choose not to answer, we
will report that.

Do you have a personal,
private or business relation-
ship with anyone or any
company that has or may
have business before the
Town of NOTL? Please
provide details, briefly.

Have you ever met
privately with any person
(including developers) hav-
ing business with the Town
of NOTL, discussed town
matters with them in a
venue other than a council
or committee meeting? Who
and why?

In your time as a council-
lor, have you ever declared
a conflict of interest due
to a personal, business or
professional relationship
you have with anyone or
any company that has or
may have business before
the Town of NOTL? Please
provide details, briefly.

Is there anything else that
residents of NOTL should
know about any of your in-
teractions or relationships in
your capacity as an elected
member of council?

We have asked for re-
sponses in writing by this
Friday at noon and will let
readers know what your
elected representatives have
to say about these important
issues.

Correction: An article in last week’s paper said that Benny Marotta and his companies own the Old
Winery restaurant on Niagara Stone Road. In fact, Marotta owns the building, but not the business.
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