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Traps set up around
NOTL to limit the spread
of spotted lanternflies

Somer Slobodian
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Spotted lanternfly traps
are showing up on trees
around Niagara-on-the-
Lake, in an effort to spot
the invasive bug before it
spreads.

The highly invasive spe-
cies hasn’t been found alive
yet in Canada, but experts
are saying it’s a matter of
when it arrives, not if —
and are working to ward
off its invasion.

The Ontario Ministry
of Agriculture, Food and
Rural Affairs is responsible
for setting up the traps in
collaboration with multiple
government bodies.

There are about 40 traps
set up around the Niagara
region and about 16 across
town.

“The whole idea of the
traps is just to identify
where (the spotted lantern-
fly) is located and try to
limit its spread from there,”
said Wendy McFadden-
Smith, a pest management
specialist with the ministry.

Last year, the spotted
lanternfly was discovered at
the Buffalo border, where
it has since turned into an
infestation.

The insect, originally
from China, is recognizable
thanks to its namesake — an
adult measures about 25
millimetres in length, with a
black head and gray-brown
forewings with black spots.

It has the potential to
wipe out entire vineyards —
as it’s done in parts of the
United States.

As the spotted lanternfly
climbs the tree, it’1l hit
the batting that’s wrapped
around the tree, fall back
and land in the sticky trap.

The agriculture min-

istry distributes these
traps across many parts of
Ontario. There’s also in-
formation on each trap for
residents to read and a QR
code that can be scanned
for more information.

While spotted lanternflies
prefer the tree of heaven
— an invasive exotic plant
from Asia brought to North
America in the 1700s — as
their host tree, they also
love to feast on grape vines
and black walnut trees.

“Even though they really
like the tree of heaven, they
don’t need it to complete
their life cycle,” said Emily
Posteraro from the Invasive
Species Centre.

The insect is not picky:
it likes to feed on more
than 100 different plants
and trees, using its piercing
teeth to suck its hosts dry
of sap.

They destroyed vineyards
in Pennsylvania — some
vineyards have lost up to 50
per cent of their vines due
to infestations.

Rather than setting up
traps only according to
tree species, however,
McFadden-Smith said the
agriculture ministry has set
up traps in areas that would
see a high volume of vehicle
traffic.

“Because it’s a hitchhik-
ing species, we’re trying to
identify places where cars
or trains or trucks would
park that are coming from
the States,” she said.

She said she went around
with Kevin Turcotte, the
town’s manager of parks
and recreation, and found
suitable trees for the trap.

Niagara-on-the-Lake
is littered with the tree of
heaven: one can see several
of them populating the start
of the Heritage Trail at John
and King streets.

In an email to The Lake
Report, town spokesperson
Marah Minor said staff
visited the location last
week and identified 17 trees
in the area.

The town currently
doesn’t have an invasive
species management plan,
said Minor, but one is in
the works — which includes
taking an inventory of how
many trees of heaven are in
town and implementing a
response plan.

She noted that on July
25, council approved its
2022 to 2027 strategic plan,
which included a section
called “Enrich Community
Assets, Environment &
Infrastructure, one action
item is to develop an Inva-
sive Species Plan.”

Minor also provided a
link to the town’s website
where more information
on invasive species can be
found, at notl.com/town-ser-
vices/environmental-stew-
ardship/invasive-species.

Master gardener Betty
Knight compared the
potential invasion of the
spotted lanternfly to the
“apocalypse” and said the
arrival could be detrimen-
tal to Niagara’s agricultural
industry.

Knight has been helping
the group Save Our Pol-
linators make a pollinator
garden with native plants
along the Heritage Trail.

However, it’s a diffi-
cult task since there are
S0 many invasive species
fighting for the spotlight.

She said the group has
brought the tree of heaven
to the attention of the town
many times.

“The tree of heaven
needs to be removed and
they (the town) know it
needs to be removed,” said
Knight.
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Quinn Nixon, a research assistant, has been hard at work putting spotted lanternfly traps

on trees around NOTL. SOMER SLOBODIAN

The tree produces more
than 300,000 seeds annu-
ally and has a high germi-
nation rate.

Besides being a favourite
for the spotted lanternfly,
this invasive plant can
choke out native plants and
alter the surrounding plant
community and prevent the
growth of other plants.

It can also cause infra-
structure problems and
affect human health.

It reproduces colonially,
said Posteraro, so there’s
a good chance all of the
new trees sprouting at the
Heritage Trail started from
one tree.

Posteraro also noted that
because the spotted lantern-
fly will feed on anything,
removing it might not stop
the introduction of the inva-
sive insect.

While the spotted lan-
ternfly has been a federally
regulated invasive species
since 2018 due to its threat
to grape, fruit tree and for-
estry industries, the tree of
heaven is not regulated.

In an email to The Lake
Report, Marcela Mayo,
corporate communications
officer for the Ministry of
Natural Resources and For-
estry, said that this means
the town is not obligated to
remove the trees.

The natural resources
ministry is in charge of
implementing Ontario’s
Invasive Species Strategic
Plan (2012), and administers
the Invasive Species Act.

Since the tree of heaven
is not regulated, there’s no
law stopping people from
purchasing or planting it.

According to a report
released by the Office of the
Auditor General of Ontario
at the end of 2022 regarding
the management of invasive
species, the tree of heaven —
along with 29 other species
— should be considered for
regulation under the Inva-
sive Species Act.

Since it is all across Cana-
da, a spokesperson from the
Canadian Food Inspection
Agency said regulating it
would not be effective.

Mayo wrote that the
ministry prioritizes inva-
sive species for “regulatory
consideration” based on the
results of ecological risk as-
sessments and assessments
of potential socio-economic
impacts.

Such assessments have
been conducted for the tree
of heaven, and will help
decide the next steps, Mayo
wrote.

Posteraro noted that the
tree is incredibly difficult to
remove and someone would

normally need a licensed
pesticide applicator to prop-
erly get rid of it.

Knight said now is the
best time to remove the
trees.

“The trees should be
taken down now, and a
systemic herbicide applied
from July until fall colour
comes, because that’s when
trees are moving carbohy-
drates into the root system,”
she said.

She said after applying
the herbicide from now until
the fall, the town would
need to be on top of it in the
spring.

She said she realizes it’s
not that easy.

“That takes manpower,
and that takes money and
we’re a town of tourists. So,
you can’t just be spraying
herbicides,” she said.

Postero said if people can
remove them they should,
but if it’s not feasible, then
people should report it and
monitor the tree.

“That might be able to tell
us where a spotted lantern
fly could establish if and
when it gets here,” she said.

Tree of heaven or spotted
lanternfly sightings can be
reported to Eddmaps.org,
Inaturalist.org or by sending
an email to info@invasives-
peciescentre.ca.
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The pickup truck that
police suspect struck
and killed an 84-year-
old Niagara-on-the-Lake
cyclist has been sent to the
Centre of Forensic Sciences
in Toronto for a detailed
forensic examination.
Investigators will be
searching for evidence,
including DNA, thag€ould
confirm the veliCle is
the one tha#'hit Nestor

eeted in fatal hit-run undergoes forensic examination

Chemerika on July 13.

He died July 25 in hospi-
tal in Hamilton. No charges
have been laid.

Chemerika had been
cycling along East and Wgs
Line about 7:50 p.m#hen
he was struck fzém behind
by a truckat left the
sceneg,

Miagara Regional Police
seized a pewter-coloured
1999 GMC Sierra pickup in
Niagara Falls six days later.

A police statement about
the seized vehicle said

tetectives noted that the
damaged areas had reetntly
undergone repeir.

The grtick was repaired
used GMC auto parts,
including a used grill, pas-
senger side headlights and
a passenger-side mirror,
police said.

Investigators said that
after striking Chemerika
and leaving him unat-
tended in the north side
ditch, the driver fled
southbound down Conces-
sion 2 to York Road and

en turned west toward
St. Davids.

Once in St. Davids the
pickup turned down Four
reek Road and
headed toNiagara Falls.

Police are askitrg one
along this route with viteq
cameras to review footage
between 7:30 and 8:30 p.m.
on July 13 for a 1999 GMC
Sierra pickup truck.

Anyone with informa-
tion is asked to call police
at 905-688-4111, option 3,
extension 1009089.
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Police are examining a pewter-coloured 1999 GMC Sierra
for evidence in a fatal hit-and-run case. SUPPLIED
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