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Howick

to begin

budget
process in
September

MELISSA DUNPHY
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter
mdunphy@midwesternnewspapers.com

HOWICK - At its Aug. 15
meeting, Howick council ap-
proved changes to the 2024
budget process.

A report presented by Clerk
Caitlin Gillis outlined the
proposed changes, as well as
a timeline for the upcoming
budget process.

“The annual budget, in part,
sets the pace to deliver on
council priorities. The Town-
ship of Howick is a thriving,
independent community with
high-quality services. As the
community’s  expectations
and needs shift over time,
it will be important for the
township to be agile and col-
laborate with surrounding mu-
nicipalities, local businesses,
organizations and other levels
of government. 2024 offers a
unique opportunity for coun-
cil to set ambitious goals and
align appropriate resources
and budget to make a posi-
tive community impact,” ex
plained Gillis in her report.
“The township faces a num-
ber of opportunities and chal-
lenges as it heads into the
2024 budget process, which
will impact budgets and ser-
vices across the organiza-
tion.”

The report explained that
Howick council “expressed
interest” in starting the bud-
get process in the fall in order
to pass the budget early in
2024. They also have interest
in gaining more involvement
in preliminary budget discus-
sions, so with the upgrades
to the township’s website as
well as the new social media
accounts, it “should help to
facilitate more learning op-
portunities and public consul-
tation in the 2024 budget.”
Attached to Gillis’ report
were the proposed 2024 bud-
get process timeline and 2024
draft budget survey.

The proposed timeline begins
this September, with a resi-
dent budget survey, outreach
to boards and committees,
a Budget 101 presentation
posted online, and department
heads to start compiling 2024
operational budget and capital
requests.

October will be the corporate
strategic plan kick off.

In November, budget sur-
vey results will be presented
to council, strategic priori-
ties forecasted and added into
budget discussions, budget
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Upward
trends in
North Huron
home sales
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FAIR FEAST - Teeswater’s Max McKague, 3, offers a cheeky grin to his parents during the Saturday afternoon
watermelon-eating contest at the 167th Teeswater Rural Fair, Aug. 17-20. Despite a brief cold snap on Friday, MIKE WILSON

the fair was a complete success, as the hot summer weather returned for the remainder of the weekend much mwilson@midwestemnnewspapers.com
to the delight of attendees taking in a wide variety of events and attractions. See more photo coverage inside.

NORTH HURON - Sales
activity in the North Huron
real estate market continued
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Huron County Plowin g Match deemed a success
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HURON EAST - Organizers of the 2023 Huron County
Plowing Match are calling the event a success.

The match, which ran Aug. 17-18 at the farm of Pete and
Leisa Albers on Browntown Road, may have been damp-
ened by rain but not in spirit.

“Yes, it was a little bit wet but that didn’t deter the plowers
from plowing,” said Brian Wiersma, president of the Huron
County Plowmen’s Association. “The people who wanted to
be there to see the match, they were there.

“Overall, it was a successful event.”

“It was a really good couple of busy days,” added Leisa
Albers.

Albers recalled a conversation she had with Jeff McGowan
on Friday, commenting on the wet conditions. She said Mc-
Gowan looked at her and said, “That’s a plowing match.”

Not only were people there for the plowing, which featured
14 4-H competitors on Thursday and 41 plowers (includ-
ing two horse plowers) on Friday, but for the Princess and
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HORSE POWER - John Dielroon and his duo of horses were one of two horse-plow
See PLOWING on page 8 competitors in this year's Huron County Plowing Match.



