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Peter Zimmerman, DD

Implant Dentures, Full & Partial Dentures, Relines & Repairs
On-site Denture Lab

No Referral Necessary

905-765-0033
www.caledoniadentureclinic.com

BioPed Stoney Creek – 905-662-1222
Battlefield Square, 826 Queenston Road, Unit 13, Stoney Creek

BioPed Simcoe – 226-931-5045
West Street Health Centre –   Unit 201, 216 West Street, Simcoe

Thursdays by appointment

BioPed Hagersville – 226-931-5045
Haldimand Family Health Centre – 75 Parkview Road, Suite 2,

Hagersville Fridays by appointment

322 Argyle St. S., Unit 13
Caledonia 289-757-7777

651 Upper James St., Unit B22
Hamilton Mountain 905-667-8866

220 Broad St. E.
Dunnville 905-229-2090

6 Parkview Rd.
Hagersville 844-233-4317
Inside Morison Insurance

Try our FREE online hearing 
test at hearrightcanada.ca

We know you can READ this ad, 
but could you HEAR someone read it to you?

Mrs Smith’s quote from a competitor
Our price for the same hearing aid

Her savings 

$1990
$1000
$990*
*After OHIP funding

FREE HEARING 
TESTS

Batteries
$10/40 

cells

HEARING AID FOR LESS

How It’s Made  From planning to mailing at The Haldimand Press
Have you ever wondered what is involved in putting a weekly newspaper together?  Here’s a behind the scenes look at how it’s done at The Haldimand Press. As a weekly community newspaper, we work in weeks. Below are the steps in producing our paper, from start to finish.

1. Papers arrive: Many businesses follow a Monday-Friday schedule, but while we work a similar timeline our week really begins with the end of the previous edition. The delivery 
truck arrives at our office around 8:30 a.m. Wednesday with the finished papers. We unload the boxes and sort them by town. Boxes of subscriber papers are transported to 
Haldimand County post offices and bundles of unlabelled papers are delivered to our local dealer locations. Papers that are destined outside Haldimand are delivered to the 
Hagersville Post Office, which will send them for sorting in Stoney Creek before heading to their final destination. When at the correct post office, the bins are opened up and the 
papers are delivered with the regular mail. 

2. Begin anew: We have just finished our current edition the day before, have sent them on their way to our readers, and are about to start our weekly process for the next paper, 
beginning the preparations on Wednesday morning and continuing through the remainder of that business week. 

3. Editorial: Starting on Wednesday, we begin to gather editorial for the following week’s paper. Some of this content will be submitted by community groups and members. 
Otherwise, we look at the week ahead to see what is going on around Haldimand County that we should cover, and we send out those assignments to our reporters. The editorial 
“run sheet” is started to document what articles are ready to run.

4. Advertising: Ads are sent in or sought out by our sales rep. When the ad copy is available, the ad is built and sent off for approval (unless the company has their own graphic 
designer and submits the ad ‘print ready’). The ads are put on an advertising run sheet to track who is running on a given date and at what size. 

5. Announcements: Similar to ads, announcements are built and sent off for approval as they come in and are added to an announcement run sheet to track which announcements 
will run on a given week.

6. Pages: Using the advertising run sheet to see what ads are running this week, we begin to put the pages together in InDesign (a digital design program) and place the ads on the 
pages. One page is left open for announcements. If more ads come in before the Monday 10 a.m. deadline, we may add pages to ensure we maintain a good ad-to-editorial ratio 
and that every ad will touch editorial. The number of pages in the paper depends on the amount of advertising that week, ensuring that our costs are covered, that advertisers 
aren’t lost in a pile, and that readers have plenty of content to enjoy.

7. The extras: In the midst of all this, admin work is also being done – subscriptions are renewed, bills paid, invoices sent out, and so on.

1. Full swing: Monday is a big day for us at the office. Advertising and 
announcement bookings are due at 10 a.m. to be guaranteed a spot in the paper, 
and editorial submissions received by this time are given preference to those 
received later.

2. Editorial: We finish the editorial run sheet, listing out the editorial we have for 
the week alphabetically by town or type of content. For instance, OPIN is added 
to submissions for the Opinion page, while CAY means the article is based in 
Cayuga. This allows us to organize and spread out coverage by town and, in times 
when we have too much editorial to fit in that week, we can see what story is 
“holdable” (less timely) in a town with plenty of other timely content. It also makes 
it easy to find content suitable for themed pages like Farm. The editorial run sheet 
also includes the approximate length/size of an article and how many photos it 
has, if any, so we can estimate what pages it would fit on.

3. Front: From this editorial list, we decide which stories and/or photos is most front 
worthy and how we will lay that out. We consider what has the biggest impact on 
the community as a whole, what has the best photo for a visually appealing and 
striking look, and how we can share news from around the county.

4. Layout: With the front stories chosen, we work through laying out the remaining 
editorial on the inside pages. Slowly, over the course of the day, we fill the pages 
with stories and photos. Each photo is first run through Photoshop to correct 
colouring and ensure it prints as well as possible.

5. Editing: Once the pages are filled, we begin to proofread them. One by one, 
we go over each word to look for formatting, spelling, grammar, and any other 
mistakes we can find and correct.

6. Circulation: Meanwhile, the circulation list (a document that tracks all subscribers 
and their addresses) is updated with any new subscribers, changes of address, 
etc., and sent to the printer so that they can use this list to label each paper for 
mailing. 

7. Press order: We submit our official order to the printer for that week’s paper, 
detailing how many papers will be printed, how many pages we are, if there are 
any inserts, and how everything should be labelled and bundled.

8. Overflow: Any pages that weren’t completed Monday – whether for layout, last-
minute updates to stories, or proofreading – overflows into Tuesday as needed 
ahead of our press deadline that afternoon.

9. Send off: We will PDF the pages and do a final review before sending them off to 
the printer. To send the pages, we compress the individual PDFs into a single file 
and upload that to our printer’s website. A far cry from the days when you’d have 
to drive the negatives off to the printer!

10. Through the night: The paper has been put to bed and now we wait for 
the newspaper to be printed overnight at Huron Web Printing & Graphics in 
Wyoming, Ontario. Here, the pages are printed, labelled, sorted, and bundled 
before being put in bins, loaded onto skids, and put into a truck by early 
Wednesday morning, bound for our office in Hagersville.

The Start & End  (Wednesday-Friday)

The Paper Days  (Monday & Tuesday)

Above left, the papers 
arrive and are unloaded 
from the printer’s truck 
on skids.

Above right, the boxes 
destined for the post 
office are sorted by town 
outside The Haldimand 
Press office.

At right, a postal worker 
sorts papers into PO 
boxes, having already 
sorted the papers going 
directly to a home. 
These are set aside for 
their particular route and 
driver, as shown below.

Final Delivery

Laying out the pages

Every story begins with an idea, but there isn’t a photo for that. Once we have the idea 
we find a reporter who is available to bring that idea to life through interviews, research, 
and photography. Once received in the editorial room, that story is given a first read 
over and is recorded on the editorial run sheet for consideration in that week’s paper.

Creative Corner
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OPINION

This week’s little gem
Q: What did the spring say when it was in trouble?  A: May Day!

Q: Which crime fighter likes May the most?  A: Robin

Q: What season is it when you are on a trampoline? A: Spring-time.

Do you have something creative to share? Email publishers@haldimandpress.com with your 
name and town of residence. Writing should be within 300 words. Publication not guaranteed. 

CLOSE TO THE SEA by Anton S. of Jarvis

Single copy: $2  | 1 year: $60 | 2 years: $110 | 3 years: $150

905-768-3111 | info@haldimandpress.com | haldimandpress.com
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RETURN UNDELIVERABLE CANADIAN ADDRESSES TO: PO BOX 369, 6 PARKVIEW RD., HAGERSVILLE, ON, N0A 1H0

We acklowledge and appreciate the financial 
support from the Government of Canada.

Your award-winning community newspaper. Locally owned, community driven. Since 1868.

On April 19, Highly Pathogenic Avian 
Influenza (HPAI), H5N1 was discovered in 
a commercial poultry premises in Norfolk 
County. Since that day, I have been in touch 
with both federal and provincial government 
experts to get the facts. 

First off, I’ll start by stating it’s very rare 
that humans are infected with HPAI (H5N1) 
and, in the unlikely case it happens, symp-
toms are often limited to conjunctivitis or mild 
respiratory disease. And in terms of diet, On-
tario poultry and eggs and poultry products 
are safe to eat. 

Avian influenza is a highly pathogen-
ic (causing or capable of causing disease) 
avian influenza, which naturally occurs in 
wild birds and is spread through migratory 
birds. HPAI is capable of infecting multiple 
species of domestic, wild, and pet birds. The 
virus has also been periodically detected in 
mammals such as raccoons, striped skunks, 
red foxes, cats, and dogs. HPAI is spread by 
direct contact with live diseased poultry or 
surfaces and objects contaminated by their 
feces. 

You’ve heard this many times before, but 
I’ll be the one to say it again: a little preven-
tion goes a long way. To circumvent the risk 
of transmission of HPAI, people should avoid 
contact with wild birds and refrain from feed-
ing or touching wild birds. Pet owners (a.k.a. 
pet lovers like me) should not feed pets any 
raw meat from game birds or poultry. A good 
move during this time is to keep cats indoors 
and dogs on a leash to help protect them by 
blocking access to potentially infected wild 
birds or their carcasses.

No need to remind anyone, but farming 
is Haldimand-Norfolk’s bread and butter, so 
biosecurity is a must. And I say that knowing 
the vast majority of our farmers are already 
expert practitioners thereof. 

In my recent discussions with the On-
tario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural 
Affairs (OMAFRA), they’ve asked me to reit-
erate that biosecurity remains the best tool 
for producers to protect flocks from avian 
influenza. 

Specifically, as they put it, poultry own-
ers are urged to take an active role in pro-
tecting their flocks by implementing strict bi-
osecurity procedures on their properties, and 
immediately reporting any signs of illness to 
their veterinarians.

Signs of avian influenza can differ and 
may include a drop in water and feed con-
sumption, decreased egg production, soft-
shelled eggs, coughing and sneezing, diar-
rhea, bruising of the limbs, listlessness, or a 
sudden increase in mortality rate.

OMAFRA and The Canadian Food In-
spection Agency (CFIA) are closely monitor-
ing the situation.

The CFIA’s outbreak response includes 
surveillance of commercial poultry premises 
for early identification of HPAI spread and 
tracing of potentially infected or exposed 
poultry. In areas where HPAI has been de-
tected, the CFIA establishes a drop off centre 
where commercial poultry producers submit 
required samples to CFIA. 

OMAFRA has comprehensive plans in 
place and is working with industry and gov-
ernment partners to provide information to 
producers to help address their financial, 
family support, and animal care needs.

Again, as long as we take the sensi-
ble precautions I mentioned above, HPAI 
(H5N1) is rarely a threat to humans. I know 
we in Haldimand-Norfolk will do what is re-
quired to get past this challenge.

By Bobbi Ann Brady
MPP, Haldimand Norfolk

Avian Influenza has a 
low risk to humans but 
must be taken seriously

Letters to the Editor
Re: Nanticoke MZO public consultation meetings

City life is so fast
Concrete jungles, lots of glass
Too many cars for you and me
Too many people I cannot see

I want to get away from this space
And get myself into a

Really good place
A really good place

So I made up my mind
Just the other day
To find a better life

That will really make me stay
Close to the sea
Close to the sea

I bought a tiny house
That was sitting on a hill

Surrounded by the ocean
It’s such a lovely thrill

Close to the sea
Close to the sea

In the heart of the village
It’s such a lovely sight
People are so friendly
No one gets uptight

The sand is soft and golden
The water’s blue and clear
All the things to make you

Want to stay

The view is so breathtaking
I can see for miles and miles

Breathing in fresh air
With a cheeky little smile

Close to the sea
Close to the sea

The sunrise is so special
The sunset is so clear

All the things that make you
Want to jump for joy and stay

Close to the sea
Close to the sea

In the heart of the village
It’s such a lovely sight
No signs of pollution

Things just running fine
Life moves very slowly

We’re always in low gear
All the things that make

You want to cheer
The view is so breathtaking
I can see for miles and miles

Breathing in fresh air
With a cheeky little smile

Close to the sea
Close to the sea
Close to the sea

To the Editors,

 Albeit a full two years after it should be 
done, some form of public consultation hap-
pened in Cayuga on April 27, 2023.
 People were offered a five minute or 300 
seconds speech to get five existing council-
lors who voted on an MZO in Nanticoke.
 Then councillors could ask questions 
to the submissions and attempt to answer 
questions.
 Patrick O’Neill questioned nearly every-
one on the microphone if they were members 
of an alliance, Rob Shirton quoted “Mark 
Twain” then yelled out Twain was Canadian, 
and Councillor Lawrence bantered with Stel-
co’s VP on who owned the land and, when 
told that Empire Homes did not own it is as of 

yesterday, Lawrence continued to disagree. 
Mayor Bentley held a firm grip on her gav-
el and warned the gallery several times on 
laughing and correcting Shirton and council-
lors.
 At the end my take is these five men 
have an agenda that is their own and while 
operating as councillors for Haldimand feel 
they can act with autonomy and that no one 
will change their minds.
 My mind will change at the next election.
 The public wants less traffic, less noise, 
less people, and quite frankly less arguing by 
their elected council.
 I ask myself why are these five men so 
against what the public wants?

Tom Peacock,
Caledonia

Re: Nanticoke MZO public consultation meetings

Madam Mayor and Council,

 Will you please think about what the 
impact to Haldimand County residents now 
and all future generations will be facing if you 
six vote against the public and put 40,000 
people next to Stelco, Imperial Oil, and an 
asphalt plant, air products and a potential hy-
drogen plant, and a soil regeneration opera-
tion … these tax dollars will be lost forever.
 And it will be up to you, me, and all future 
generations to make up the lost tax dollars.
 The complaints from the new 40,000 
people who buy these houses will be too 
much and these industries will be forced out 
and take their tax dollars with them.
 Then we the remaining taxpayers of 
Haldimand County will have to pay more to 
make up for industries share of the pie.
 No one wants to live near industry.
 Not only will the loss of these employers 
cost jobs directly but also there are a multi-
tude of local trucking, heavy equipment, and 
construction businesses that have thrived 
supporting our local industry.
 The detrimental impact on the employ-

ees alone should be enough to make you 
vote against the MZO.
 Why any developer would not instead 
buy up land around Townsend, which was 
designed to accommodate over 100,000 
people, where there is enough water and 
sewage capacity, is questionable.... 
 This proposal is illogical ... it makes no 
sense.
 Why would any developer want to de-
stroy Haldimand County? For what reason 
would council want to destroy the county 
they call home?
 This is a disaster waiting to happen. 
PLEASE listen to the residents of Haldimand 
and keep Haldimand County a good place 
to live for future generations…. Don’t make 
them wonder why in the world would anyone 
put up roadblocks to businesses in their own 
community and vote to chase tax paying in-
dustry away.
 This proposal to put 40,000 people next 
to an industrial employment area is 100% to-
tally inappropriate.

Marie Trainer,
Hagersville

Social Media can be positive

To the Editor,

 I know this looks like a misprint. But it’s 
not. Almost without exception you read or 
hear how social media has a negative in-
fluence on today’s society and for the most 
part I agree. Look at the growing numbers 
of mental health concerns that involve the 
younger generation in particular. The num-
bers are really getting frightening.
 However, there are times that even 
something that is considered to be a bad in-
fluence can also have positive results. Take 
for instance back on October 30, 2021, the 
G20 leaders endorse 15% minimum global 
corporate tax as reported by the CBC (G20 
leaders represent 80% of the worlds econo-
my’s).
 Chrystia Freeland put the policy in place. 
“Starting in 2024, the agreement will also re-
quire multinational companies — particular-
ly digital giants such as Amazon, Facebook 
and Google — to pay taxes on profits in the 
countries where they are earned, even if they 
have no physical presence there.”
 And there is now a senator by the name 
of Senator Percy E. Downe who introduced 

“The Fairness for All Canadians Taxpayers 
Act”. This would require the Canadian Rev-
enue Agency to disclose all convictions for 
overseas tax evasion and to act on recov-
ering the taxes from these convictions and 
having the tax money home.
 The group of six who held up elect-
ing Kevin McCarthy, Speaker of the United 
States House of Representatives, required 
that one of the policies that need to be creat-
ed by US government in the next year is term 
limits.
 So where in the world am I going with 
this? Well, it is simple. All of these politicians 
have big followings on social media. Where 
more and more people are telling these politi-
cians that the status quo is no longer accept-
able. We are no longer willing to give these 
individuals a free pass. By speaking up again 
and again on social media, maybe we can 
get our democratic system of government 
back and wrestle it away from the elite rich 
and give the power back to the people where 
it belongs. So, let’s keep it up and keep this 
very positive trend going!

Patrick Cook,
Hagersville

Pages begin by duplicating the 
previous week’s InDesign files 
and copying them into a new 
file for this week. 

Old editorial is removed and 
we leave all pages with the 
basics, including the folio 
(that line with the date in the 
top corner of each page) and 
content that stays on weekly 
(like columnist photos, page 
headers, and our masthead, 
which hosts the contact 
information for the paper, 
among other items). 

Next we place ads based on 
where they fit best.

Then we add in the available 
editorial. In weeks with fewer 
articles to choose from we may 
go bigger on photos, while 
weeks with too much editorial 
we may be forced to hold 
“filler” items that are less time-
specific or less important to the 
community.

The view at left shows the 
gridlines for our columns to 
help keep layout even, while 
the view at right previews what 
the printed page should look 
like.

We upload the final pages to our printer’s online file manager, where their staff will 
download it, process the data for their printers, and put the job through overnight.

To The Presses!

Our printer, Huron Web, takes over from here, putting our digital files onto paper 
thanks to a series of large, industrial “coldset” printers. This economical form of 
printing allows the ink to dry through evaporation and absorption into the paper.

At the end of the line, the papers are folded, have their addresses labelled, and 
are separated into bundles to be boxed up as required for the post offices.

Want to see the presses in action? Visit huronweb.net/videos.

Do you like what you’re reading? SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

PAPER SUBSCRIPTION
1 year  –  $60 
2 Years  –  $110 ($55/year) 
3 Years  –  $150 ($50/year)
*add online for $5/Year

ONLINE SUBSCRIPTION
Online only – $40/year

THE HALDIMAND PRESS

3 easy ways to subscribe:
• ONLINE at haldimandpress.com/subscribe
• by CHEQUE (Send a cheque to The Haldimand Press, Box 369, Hagersville, ON N0A 1H0) 
• by CREDIT CARD (over the phone) OR DEBIT (in person at our office: 6 Parkview Rd., Hagersville)

905-768-3111   |   info@haldimandpress.com   |   haldimandpress.com
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HEARING AID FOR LESS

How It’s Made  From planning to mailing at The Haldimand Press
Have you ever wondered what is involved in putting a weekly newspaper together?  Here’s a behind the scenes look at how it’s done at The Haldimand Press. As a weekly community newspaper, we work in weeks. Below are the steps in producing our paper, from start to finish.

1. Papers arrive: Many businesses follow a Monday-Friday schedule, but while we work a similar timeline our week really begins with the end of the previous edition. The delivery 
truck arrives at our office around 8:30 a.m. Wednesday with the finished papers. We unload the boxes and sort them by town. Boxes of subscriber papers are transported to 
Haldimand County post offices and bundles of unlabelled papers are delivered to our local dealer locations. Papers that are destined outside Haldimand are delivered to the 
Hagersville Post Office, which will send them for sorting in Stoney Creek before heading to their final destination. When at the correct post office, the bins are opened up and the 
papers are delivered with the regular mail. 

2. Begin anew: We have just finished our current edition the day before, have sent them on their way to our readers, and are about to start our weekly process for the next paper, 
beginning the preparations on Wednesday morning and continuing through the remainder of that business week. 

3. Editorial: Starting on Wednesday, we begin to gather editorial for the following week’s paper. Some of this content will be submitted by community groups and members. 
Otherwise, we look at the week ahead to see what is going on around Haldimand County that we should cover, and we send out those assignments to our reporters. The editorial 
“run sheet” is started to document what articles are ready to run.

4. Advertising: Ads are sent in or sought out by our sales rep. When the ad copy is available, the ad is built and sent off for approval (unless the company has their own graphic 
designer and submits the ad ‘print ready’). The ads are put on an advertising run sheet to track who is running on a given date and at what size. 

5. Announcements: Similar to ads, announcements are built and sent off for approval as they come in and are added to an announcement run sheet to track which announcements 
will run on a given week.

6. Pages: Using the advertising run sheet to see what ads are running this week, we begin to put the pages together in InDesign (a digital design program) and place the ads on the 
pages. One page is left open for announcements. If more ads come in before the Monday 10 a.m. deadline, we may add pages to ensure we maintain a good ad-to-editorial ratio 
and that every ad will touch editorial. The number of pages in the paper depends on the amount of advertising that week, ensuring that our costs are covered, that advertisers 
aren’t lost in a pile, and that readers have plenty of content to enjoy.

7. The extras: In the midst of all this, admin work is also being done – subscriptions are renewed, bills paid, invoices sent out, and so on.

1. Full swing: Monday is a big day for us at the office. Advertising and 
announcement bookings are due at 10 a.m. to be guaranteed a spot in the paper, 
and editorial submissions received by this time are given preference to those 
received later.

2. Editorial: We finish the editorial run sheet, listing out the editorial we have for 
the week alphabetically by town or type of content. For instance, OPIN is added 
to submissions for the Opinion page, while CAY means the article is based in 
Cayuga. This allows us to organize and spread out coverage by town and, in times 
when we have too much editorial to fit in that week, we can see what story is 
“holdable” (less timely) in a town with plenty of other timely content. It also makes 
it easy to find content suitable for themed pages like Farm. The editorial run sheet 
also includes the approximate length/size of an article and how many photos it 
has, if any, so we can estimate what pages it would fit on.

3. Front: From this editorial list, we decide which stories and/or photos is most front 
worthy and how we will lay that out. We consider what has the biggest impact on 
the community as a whole, what has the best photo for a visually appealing and 
striking look, and how we can share news from around the county.

4. Layout: With the front stories chosen, we work through laying out the remaining 
editorial on the inside pages. Slowly, over the course of the day, we fill the pages 
with stories and photos. Each photo is first run through Photoshop to correct 
colouring and ensure it prints as well as possible.

5. Editing: Once the pages are filled, we begin to proofread them. One by one, 
we go over each word to look for formatting, spelling, grammar, and any other 
mistakes we can find and correct.

6. Circulation: Meanwhile, the circulation list (a document that tracks all subscribers 
and their addresses) is updated with any new subscribers, changes of address, 
etc., and sent to the printer so that they can use this list to label each paper for 
mailing. 

7. Press order: We submit our official order to the printer for that week’s paper, 
detailing how many papers will be printed, how many pages we are, if there are 
any inserts, and how everything should be labelled and bundled.

8. Overflow: Any pages that weren’t completed Monday – whether for layout, last-
minute updates to stories, or proofreading – overflows into Tuesday as needed 
ahead of our press deadline that afternoon.

9. Send off: We will PDF the pages and do a final review before sending them off to 
the printer. To send the pages, we compress the individual PDFs into a single file 
and upload that to our printer’s website. A far cry from the days when you’d have 
to drive the negatives off to the printer!

10. Through the night: The paper has been put to bed and now we wait for 
the newspaper to be printed overnight at Huron Web Printing & Graphics in 
Wyoming, Ontario. Here, the pages are printed, labelled, sorted, and bundled 
before being put in bins, loaded onto skids, and put into a truck by early 
Wednesday morning, bound for our office in Hagersville.

The Start & End  (Wednesday-Friday)

The Paper Days  (Monday & Tuesday)

Above left, the papers 
arrive and are unloaded 
from the printer’s truck 
on skids.

Above right, the boxes 
destined for the post 
office are sorted by town 
outside The Haldimand 
Press office.

At right, a postal worker 
sorts papers into PO 
boxes, having already 
sorted the papers going 
directly to a home. 
These are set aside for 
their particular route and 
driver, as shown below.

Final Delivery

Laying out the pages

Every story begins with an idea, but there isn’t a photo for that. Once we have the idea 
we find a reporter who is available to bring that idea to life through interviews, research, 
and photography. Once received in the editorial room, that story is given a first read 
over and is recorded on the editorial run sheet for consideration in that week’s paper.

Creative Corner
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OPINION

This week’s little gem
Q: What did the spring say when it was in trouble?  A: May Day!

Q: Which crime fighter likes May the most?  A: Robin

Q: What season is it when you are on a trampoline? A: Spring-time.

Do you have something creative to share? Email publishers@haldimandpress.com with your 
name and town of residence. Writing should be within 300 words. Publication not guaranteed. 

CLOSE TO THE SEA by Anton S. of Jarvis

Single copy: $2  | 1 year: $60 | 2 years: $110 | 3 years: $150
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On April 19, Highly Pathogenic Avian 
Influenza (HPAI), H5N1 was discovered in 
a commercial poultry premises in Norfolk 
County. Since that day, I have been in touch 
with both federal and provincial government 
experts to get the facts. 

First off, I’ll start by stating it’s very rare 
that humans are infected with HPAI (H5N1) 
and, in the unlikely case it happens, symp-
toms are often limited to conjunctivitis or mild 
respiratory disease. And in terms of diet, On-
tario poultry and eggs and poultry products 
are safe to eat. 

Avian influenza is a highly pathogen-
ic (causing or capable of causing disease) 
avian influenza, which naturally occurs in 
wild birds and is spread through migratory 
birds. HPAI is capable of infecting multiple 
species of domestic, wild, and pet birds. The 
virus has also been periodically detected in 
mammals such as raccoons, striped skunks, 
red foxes, cats, and dogs. HPAI is spread by 
direct contact with live diseased poultry or 
surfaces and objects contaminated by their 
feces. 

You’ve heard this many times before, but 
I’ll be the one to say it again: a little preven-
tion goes a long way. To circumvent the risk 
of transmission of HPAI, people should avoid 
contact with wild birds and refrain from feed-
ing or touching wild birds. Pet owners (a.k.a. 
pet lovers like me) should not feed pets any 
raw meat from game birds or poultry. A good 
move during this time is to keep cats indoors 
and dogs on a leash to help protect them by 
blocking access to potentially infected wild 
birds or their carcasses.

No need to remind anyone, but farming 
is Haldimand-Norfolk’s bread and butter, so 
biosecurity is a must. And I say that knowing 
the vast majority of our farmers are already 
expert practitioners thereof. 

In my recent discussions with the On-
tario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural 
Affairs (OMAFRA), they’ve asked me to reit-
erate that biosecurity remains the best tool 
for producers to protect flocks from avian 
influenza. 

Specifically, as they put it, poultry own-
ers are urged to take an active role in pro-
tecting their flocks by implementing strict bi-
osecurity procedures on their properties, and 
immediately reporting any signs of illness to 
their veterinarians.

Signs of avian influenza can differ and 
may include a drop in water and feed con-
sumption, decreased egg production, soft-
shelled eggs, coughing and sneezing, diar-
rhea, bruising of the limbs, listlessness, or a 
sudden increase in mortality rate.

OMAFRA and The Canadian Food In-
spection Agency (CFIA) are closely monitor-
ing the situation.

The CFIA’s outbreak response includes 
surveillance of commercial poultry premises 
for early identification of HPAI spread and 
tracing of potentially infected or exposed 
poultry. In areas where HPAI has been de-
tected, the CFIA establishes a drop off centre 
where commercial poultry producers submit 
required samples to CFIA. 

OMAFRA has comprehensive plans in 
place and is working with industry and gov-
ernment partners to provide information to 
producers to help address their financial, 
family support, and animal care needs.

Again, as long as we take the sensi-
ble precautions I mentioned above, HPAI 
(H5N1) is rarely a threat to humans. I know 
we in Haldimand-Norfolk will do what is re-
quired to get past this challenge.

By Bobbi Ann Brady
MPP, Haldimand Norfolk

Avian Influenza has a 
low risk to humans but 
must be taken seriously

Letters to the Editor
Re: Nanticoke MZO public consultation meetings

City life is so fast
Concrete jungles, lots of glass
Too many cars for you and me
Too many people I cannot see

I want to get away from this space
And get myself into a

Really good place
A really good place

So I made up my mind
Just the other day
To find a better life

That will really make me stay
Close to the sea
Close to the sea

I bought a tiny house
That was sitting on a hill

Surrounded by the ocean
It’s such a lovely thrill

Close to the sea
Close to the sea

In the heart of the village
It’s such a lovely sight
People are so friendly
No one gets uptight

The sand is soft and golden
The water’s blue and clear
All the things to make you

Want to stay

The view is so breathtaking
I can see for miles and miles

Breathing in fresh air
With a cheeky little smile

Close to the sea
Close to the sea

The sunrise is so special
The sunset is so clear

All the things that make you
Want to jump for joy and stay

Close to the sea
Close to the sea

In the heart of the village
It’s such a lovely sight
No signs of pollution

Things just running fine
Life moves very slowly

We’re always in low gear
All the things that make

You want to cheer
The view is so breathtaking
I can see for miles and miles

Breathing in fresh air
With a cheeky little smile

Close to the sea
Close to the sea
Close to the sea

To the Editors,

 Albeit a full two years after it should be 
done, some form of public consultation hap-
pened in Cayuga on April 27, 2023.
 People were offered a five minute or 300 
seconds speech to get five existing council-
lors who voted on an MZO in Nanticoke.
 Then councillors could ask questions 
to the submissions and attempt to answer 
questions.
 Patrick O’Neill questioned nearly every-
one on the microphone if they were members 
of an alliance, Rob Shirton quoted “Mark 
Twain” then yelled out Twain was Canadian, 
and Councillor Lawrence bantered with Stel-
co’s VP on who owned the land and, when 
told that Empire Homes did not own it is as of 

yesterday, Lawrence continued to disagree. 
Mayor Bentley held a firm grip on her gav-
el and warned the gallery several times on 
laughing and correcting Shirton and council-
lors.
 At the end my take is these five men 
have an agenda that is their own and while 
operating as councillors for Haldimand feel 
they can act with autonomy and that no one 
will change their minds.
 My mind will change at the next election.
 The public wants less traffic, less noise, 
less people, and quite frankly less arguing by 
their elected council.
 I ask myself why are these five men so 
against what the public wants?

Tom Peacock,
Caledonia

Re: Nanticoke MZO public consultation meetings

Madam Mayor and Council,

 Will you please think about what the 
impact to Haldimand County residents now 
and all future generations will be facing if you 
six vote against the public and put 40,000 
people next to Stelco, Imperial Oil, and an 
asphalt plant, air products and a potential hy-
drogen plant, and a soil regeneration opera-
tion … these tax dollars will be lost forever.
 And it will be up to you, me, and all future 
generations to make up the lost tax dollars.
 The complaints from the new 40,000 
people who buy these houses will be too 
much and these industries will be forced out 
and take their tax dollars with them.
 Then we the remaining taxpayers of 
Haldimand County will have to pay more to 
make up for industries share of the pie.
 No one wants to live near industry.
 Not only will the loss of these employers 
cost jobs directly but also there are a multi-
tude of local trucking, heavy equipment, and 
construction businesses that have thrived 
supporting our local industry.
 The detrimental impact on the employ-

ees alone should be enough to make you 
vote against the MZO.
 Why any developer would not instead 
buy up land around Townsend, which was 
designed to accommodate over 100,000 
people, where there is enough water and 
sewage capacity, is questionable.... 
 This proposal is illogical ... it makes no 
sense.
 Why would any developer want to de-
stroy Haldimand County? For what reason 
would council want to destroy the county 
they call home?
 This is a disaster waiting to happen. 
PLEASE listen to the residents of Haldimand 
and keep Haldimand County a good place 
to live for future generations…. Don’t make 
them wonder why in the world would anyone 
put up roadblocks to businesses in their own 
community and vote to chase tax paying in-
dustry away.
 This proposal to put 40,000 people next 
to an industrial employment area is 100% to-
tally inappropriate.

Marie Trainer,
Hagersville

Social Media can be positive

To the Editor,

 I know this looks like a misprint. But it’s 
not. Almost without exception you read or 
hear how social media has a negative in-
fluence on today’s society and for the most 
part I agree. Look at the growing numbers 
of mental health concerns that involve the 
younger generation in particular. The num-
bers are really getting frightening.
 However, there are times that even 
something that is considered to be a bad in-
fluence can also have positive results. Take 
for instance back on October 30, 2021, the 
G20 leaders endorse 15% minimum global 
corporate tax as reported by the CBC (G20 
leaders represent 80% of the worlds econo-
my’s).
 Chrystia Freeland put the policy in place. 
“Starting in 2024, the agreement will also re-
quire multinational companies — particular-
ly digital giants such as Amazon, Facebook 
and Google — to pay taxes on profits in the 
countries where they are earned, even if they 
have no physical presence there.”
 And there is now a senator by the name 
of Senator Percy E. Downe who introduced 

“The Fairness for All Canadians Taxpayers 
Act”. This would require the Canadian Rev-
enue Agency to disclose all convictions for 
overseas tax evasion and to act on recov-
ering the taxes from these convictions and 
having the tax money home.
 The group of six who held up elect-
ing Kevin McCarthy, Speaker of the United 
States House of Representatives, required 
that one of the policies that need to be creat-
ed by US government in the next year is term 
limits.
 So where in the world am I going with 
this? Well, it is simple. All of these politicians 
have big followings on social media. Where 
more and more people are telling these politi-
cians that the status quo is no longer accept-
able. We are no longer willing to give these 
individuals a free pass. By speaking up again 
and again on social media, maybe we can 
get our democratic system of government 
back and wrestle it away from the elite rich 
and give the power back to the people where 
it belongs. So, let’s keep it up and keep this 
very positive trend going!

Patrick Cook,
Hagersville

Pages begin by duplicating the 
previous week’s InDesign files 
and copying them into a new 
file for this week. 

Old editorial is removed and 
we leave all pages with the 
basics, including the folio 
(that line with the date in the 
top corner of each page) and 
content that stays on weekly 
(like columnist photos, page 
headers, and our masthead, 
which hosts the contact 
information for the paper, 
among other items). 

Next we place ads based on 
where they fit best.

Then we add in the available 
editorial. In weeks with fewer 
articles to choose from we may 
go bigger on photos, while 
weeks with too much editorial 
we may be forced to hold 
“filler” items that are less time-
specific or less important to the 
community.

The view at left shows the 
gridlines for our columns to 
help keep layout even, while 
the view at right previews what 
the printed page should look 
like.

We upload the final pages to our printer’s online file manager, where their staff will 
download it, process the data for their printers, and put the job through overnight.

To The Presses!

Our printer, Huron Web, takes over from here, putting our digital files onto paper 
thanks to a series of large, industrial “coldset” printers. This economical form of 
printing allows the ink to dry through evaporation and absorption into the paper.

At the end of the line, the papers are folded, have their addresses labelled, and 
are separated into bundles to be boxed up as required for the post offices.

Want to see the presses in action? Visit huronweb.net/videos.
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