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Dysart et al’s revised deer feeding bylaw:
• What’s happened to date... page 2
• �Stop Deer Feeding Property Owners Coalition... page 3
• Deer feeder speaks out... page 4
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Oh deer Oh deer 
Haliburton!Haliburton!
We’ve got a We’ve got a 
problem...problem...
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Granite View - 4 Lake Avenue, Suite 203 
$370,000

Welcome to Granite View an intimate carefree condo lifestyle building 
with only 24 suites, boasting indoor heated parking & locker, party room 
plus visitor parking all within walking distance to Downtown Haliburton, 
Farmers Market, Library, Town docks and Restaurants. The Harburn Suite 
offers one bed featuring an ample walk-in closet, three piece bath and 
direct access to the balcony, additional 2 pc bath and den/offi ce/media 
room. Upgraded stainless steel appliances and under cabinet lighting, 
enjoy entertaining guests at the kitchen peninsula with seating space. 
South facing suite has an abundance of light, 9 ft ceilings and in-suite 
laundry, spacious foyer with double closet. Radiant fl oor heat plus A/C 
ensures your year round comfort. Book your personal showing today.

1453 Eagle Lake 
Road $739,000

Quintessential County Home 
situated on 4 acres boasting 

river frontage, 2 ponds 
& outstanding perennial 

gardens! This level lot also 
offers a double detached 

garage/workshop with 
separate art studio featuring 

an oversized window for 
maximum light.

SELLER TO INSTALL 
PROPANE FURNACE

WhatWhat
 Wood Stove  Wood Stove 

owners already know . . .owners already know . . .

Burn a third less wood than a 
new conventional high ef� ciency 

wood stove. 
Guaranteed overnight burn Guaranteed overnight burn 

Up to 40 hour burn time King model 81% ef� ciency
No highs or lows, consistent heat - you control the temperature

Less splitting, less stocking, less carrying wood and less ash
Why be a servant to your wood stove?Why be a servant to your wood stove?

The most ef� cient wood stove in The most ef� cient wood stove in 
the world! Made in Canada the world! Made in Canada 

technology perfected since 1977technology perfected since 1977

Make Your Cottage a HomeMake Your Cottage a Home
with Blaze King Comfortwith Blaze King Comfort

www.blazeking.cawww.blazeking.ca

Contact your local dealer:

myerschimney@hotmail.com
www.myerschimney.com

What                      Wood Stove owners already know ...

WhatWhat
 Wood Stove  Wood Stove 

owners already know . . .owners already know . . .

Burn a third less wood than a 
new conventional high ef� ciency 

wood stove. 
Guaranteed overnight burn Guaranteed overnight burn 

Up to 40 hour burn time King model 81% ef� ciency
No highs or lows, consistent heat - you control the temperature

Less splitting, less stocking, less carrying wood and less ash
Why be a servant to your wood stove?Why be a servant to your wood stove?

The most ef� cient wood stove in The most ef� cient wood stove in 
the world! Made in Canada the world! Made in Canada 

technology perfected since 1977technology perfected since 1977

Make Your Cottage a HomeMake Your Cottage a Home
with Blaze King Comfortwith Blaze King Comfort

www.blazeking.cawww.blazeking.ca

Contact your local dealer:

myerschimney@hotmail.com
www.myerschimney.com

myerschimney@hotmail.com 
www.myerschimney.com

705-286-1245

Visit Our Showroom
2224 South Lake Rd.,  Minden

WhatWhat
 Wood Stove  Wood Stove 

owners already know . . .owners already know . . .

Burn a third less wood than a 
new conventional high ef� ciency 

wood stove. 
Guaranteed overnight burn Guaranteed overnight burn 

Up to 40 hour burn time King model 81% ef� ciency
No highs or lows, consistent heat - you control the temperature

Less splitting, less stocking, less carrying wood and less ash
Why be a servant to your wood stove?Why be a servant to your wood stove?

The most ef� cient wood stove in The most ef� cient wood stove in 
the world! Made in Canada the world! Made in Canada 

technology perfected since 1977technology perfected since 1977

Make Your Cottage a HomeMake Your Cottage a Home
with Blaze King Comfortwith Blaze King Comfort

www.blazeking.cawww.blazeking.ca

Contact your local dealer:

myerschimney@hotmail.com
www.myerschimney.com

The most effi cient wood stove 
in the world! Made in Canada 
technology perfected since 1977
Burn 1/3 less wood than a new 
conventional high effi ciency wood 
stove. Guaranteed overnight 
burn. The best alternative to high 
oil and propane prices.Sirocco

WhatWhat
 Wood Stove  Wood Stove 

owners already know . . .owners already know . . .

Burn a third less wood than a 
new conventional high ef� ciency 

wood stove. 
Guaranteed overnight burn Guaranteed overnight burn 

Up to 40 hour burn time King model 81% ef� ciency
No highs or lows, consistent heat - you control the temperature

Less splitting, less stocking, less carrying wood and less ash
Why be a servant to your wood stove?Why be a servant to your wood stove?

The most ef� cient wood stove in The most ef� cient wood stove in 
the world! Made in Canada the world! Made in Canada 

technology perfected since 1977technology perfected since 1977

Make Your Cottage a HomeMake Your Cottage a Home
with Blaze King Comfortwith Blaze King Comfort

www.blazeking.cawww.blazeking.ca

Contact your local dealer:

myerschimney@hotmail.com
www.myerschimney.com King

Up to 40 hour burn time King 
model 81% effi ciency. No 
highs or lows, consistent heat 
- you control the temperature. 
Less splitting, stacking, 
carrying wood and less ash 
Why be a servant to your 
wood stove?

Make Your 
Cottage a Home 
with Blaze King 

Comfort 
www.blazeking.ca

A Division of 2277341 Ontario Inc.        Since 2007

Follow
us

by appointment

23 Hops Dr. • 705-457-191923 Hops Dr. • 705-457-1919

HOURSHOURS
Sunday - Tuesday - ClosedSunday - Tuesday - Closed

 Wednesday - Friday  Wednesday - Friday 
10 AM - 5 PM10 AM - 5 PM

SaturdaySaturday
10 AM - 4 PM10 AM - 4 PM

HA
LI

BU
RT

ON
 D

EE
R

 F
EE

DI
NG

 B
YL

AW

Dysart to revisit bylaw
Timeline

• �Haliburton residents Mike and Debra Landry made a 
delegation to council in December 2022. They believed 
deer were becoming a nuisance in the downtown, and 
contributing to deer-vehicle collisions.

• �Dysart debates a bylaw, coming up with a May 1-Sept. 
30 ban.

• �The Stop Deer Feeding Property Owners Coalition, 
Haliburton-by-The-Lake Owners Association and 
Shelley Stiles of County Rose write to council Sept. 26 
saying the bylaw, approved in July, needed a revisit. 
They wanted a complete ban.

• �Greg Gillespie and Chris Bishop spoke to council Oct. 
24. So did resident Lori King, who offered a counter-
argument to the anti-deer feeders.

• �Council is expected to pass a revised bylaw at its 
November meeting. 

Reasons not to feed
The Stop Deer Feeding Property Owners Coalition say 
the village deer population has experienced rapid and 
exponential growth over the last five to eight years because 
of feeding. “This has had serious consequences on private 
properties, public spaces, the natural environment, the local 
economy, and the deer themselves.” They say:

• �Natural and planted vegetation on private properties and 
public space is being damaged. Many residents have 
lost thousands of dollars in destroyed landscaping and 

gardens, they claim.
• �Over-browsing jeopardizes the natural food supply 

of deer, and their shelter. Can lead to decline in other 
species. Forest regeneration is reduced. 

• �Easier for deer-to-deer transmission of disease and 
parasites, as well as to humans. More ticks. 

• Deer-vehicle collisions
• �Impact on deer: shelter (takes them from dense cover 

in winter); food (deer are supposed to lose weight in 
winter). Artificial feeding disrupts this. Commercial deer 
feed is nutritionally inferior to natural food, can cause 
gastrointestinal problems; behaviour (robbing deer of 
their wildness); and competition at feeders can lead to 
issues.

Household do’s and don’ts
The MNRF has put out a fact sheet on the do’s and don’ts 
of feeding wildlife, saying feeding wild animals may do 
more harm than good. 

�Do: appreciate wildlife from a distance; keep household 
waste, compost and pet food out of reach of wild animals; 
attract wildlife to your property by improving natural 
habitat; work together with your neighbours to help keep 
wild animals wild.
�Do not: put out food to attract wildlife; try to approach 
or touch wild animals; feed pets outdoors or allow pets 
to roam free or put garbage out until the morning of 
collection. 

The proposed ban 
area. Dysart et al 
council.
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HALIBURTON DEER
 FEEDING BYLAW

Coalition wants immediate ban on feeding
By Lisa Gervais 
When Greg Gillespie and his wife, Gail, 
moved to their current Haliburton home 
10 years ago, Greg says they had a lot of 
regeneration under their mature trees. They 
had Hermit Thrush nesting on the property 
as well.

However, Greg says the deer have eaten 
the undergrowth and the birds have moved 
on.

“So, it’s not just traffic accidents,” Greg 
says of the deer problem in Haliburton. 
“It’s a whole litany of things they’re 
impacting.”

As if on cue, a deer walks into the forest 
behind Gillespie’s house, visible through 
the living-room window where he and 
Chris Bishop are sitting on a couch.

The two are behind the Stop Deer Feeding 
Property Owners Coalition. They made 
a delegation to Dysart et al’s Oct. 24 
council meeting, calling for an immediate, 
year-round, ban on deer feeding in the 
Haliburton settlement area. They came 
armed with a 720-name petition.

Council is expected to formalize a bylaw 
at its November meeting.

Gillespie said he was concerned with talk 
of the ban only being for Ward 1, since they 
want the settlement area included, and the 
section north of Harburn Road, up to the 
area around Country Rose.

“If it wasn’t for Pat Casey stepping 
in with a very timely refocus on what 
we’re trying to do here I’m not sure what 
would have happened and then there was 
confusion about the map…” Gillespie says.

In the end, Gillespie and Bishop said 
council appeared to get to where they 
wanted them to go.

“If they do the coverage area that we 
presented in the map, we’re happy with 
that,” Bishop said. “It’s a starting point, 
that’s for sure.”

The coalition had also asked that notice 
of the bylaw be posted at feed stores, 
as well as attaching their research paper 
‘consequences of deer feeding in urban 
areas’ to the bylaw. However, they 
conceded council could not do the two 
minor asks.

“But the key is education,” Gillespie says. 
“Notification of the bylaw, and education 
of why the bylaw is there in the first place.” 
He added it sounded as if council was 

conducive to doing that.
Bishop said he would like education on 

the township website, and an insert with tax 
bills. 

“If they don’t educate the people, 
and people don’t know that they’re not 
supposed to be feeding them, people will 
feed them,” Bishop said.

He added when someone complains, he is 
okay with a first-time warning.

Gillespie said they want a ban first, then 
enforcement, then possibly a County-wide 
ban.

‘They’re not afraid’
“You read all of the consequences of 
feeding deer. It is absolutely amazing to me 
that the Ministry of Natural Resources, the 
Ontario government, hasn’t stepped in to 
legislate against it. They’ve got reams of 

information on their website and yet they 
leave it to the municipalities to deal with, 
if there’s a problem. I just can’t understand 
it,” Gillespie said.

Bishop said they went door-to-door to 
collect the signatures and encountered a lot 
of domesticated deer. At one property, he 
said he was told the feeder gets up to 30 
deer at a time. He added he does not buy 
the argument that people are hitting deer 
with vehicles because they are speeding. 
“They’re (deer) not afraid. That’s why they 
walk out on the road in front of you.”

He added because they are being fed 
in winter, fewer deer are dying, which 
does not allow for natural control of the 
population.

Gillespie said the pro-feeders are bringing 
the emotional side of the debate, “which 
is powerful.” He added they are arguing 
for private property rights. “But we have 

property rights too.” 
For example, he said he and Gail can’t 

use their property in the spring when doing 
maple syrup because their paths are paved 
with droppings and buckets have deer hair 
in them. They added people’s gardens are 
being decimated. 

Nor do they want the bylaw phased in. 
“We have to deal with this issue now or 
next year it’s going to be even worse. 
The sooner we start, the sooner we get it 
resolved,” Gillespie said.

Bishop added, “the deer are going to die. 
They always do die in the winter. Yes, the 
first couple of years, there will be more 
carcasses. That is nature’s way and the 
reason that’s going to happen is you fed 
them. People who are feeding them need 
to take responsibility because they are the 
ones causing all the problems.”

Greg Gillespie and Chris Bishop have been working on their Stop Deer Feeding Property Owners Coalition initiative for the past two 
months. Photo by Lisa Gervais.
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7 Milne Street, PO Box 359 Minden ON K0M 2K0 Phone: 705-286-1260 
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IN CASE OF EMERGENCY DIAL 911   AFTER-HOURS MUNICIPAL EMERGENCY DIAL 1-866-856-3247

@Township.Minden.Hills            Minden Hills@twpmindenhills

CULTURAL CENTRE
Shifting Lens, a group exhibit featuring 15 artists from the Eastern Hub of the Ontario Society of Artists, will be on display until 
November 25, 2023, in the Agnes Jamieson Gallery. Admission is by donation. The Gallery is open Tuesday to Saturday from 

10 am – 4 pm. For more information, please call 705-286-3763 or email culturalcentre@mindenhills.ca.

Join the Minden Hills Cultural Centre and Haliburton County Public Library for a special screening of the documentary Unwanted 
Soldiers, taking place at the Cultural Centre on Thursday, November 9 starting at 5 pm. Admission is free, but donations are 

welcome. Proceeds will go to the Royal Canadian Legion Branch 636 - Minden. The fi lm is provided courtesy of the NFB.
For more information, please call 705-286-3763 or email culturalcentre@mindenhills.ca.

PA Day movies at the Minden Hills Cultural Centre! The Minden Hills Cultural Centre and Haliburton County Public Library 
welcome you to join us in a series of PA Day movies during the school calendar year of 2023 and 2024. On every PA Day starting 
at 1:00 PM, there will be a free, family-friendly movie screening that takes place in the Welch Room of the Minden Hills Cultural 

Centre. Our next movie is scheduled for Friday, November 17. No registration is required. Snacks will be provided, however, 
please feel free to bring your own as well. The movie of choice will be decided by voters who cast their votes at the Haliburton 

County Public Library, Minden Branch, or online at the following link: https://www.haliburtonlibrary.ca/Programs-Events/PA-Day-
Movies?id=1696611600-186416. For more information, please call 705-286-3763 or email culturalcentre@mindenhills.ca. 

Christmas in the Village takes place on Saturday, November 18 from 11 am – 4 pm. Visit Santa from 12-2 pm and sip hot chocolate 
as you tour the heritage village. Don’t miss the Old-Fashioned candy shop, fresh baked goods for sale in the Bowron House, 
hands-on activities and games for children and our outdoors Artisan’s Market. We are also accepting vendors for our Artisan 
Market. The registration fee is $10 for a 10’x10’ area. Please contact culturalcentre@mindenhills.ca or call 705-286-3763 x 542 

to reserve your spot.

WASTE DISPOSAL
Hunting Season is Here

Please dispose of your hunting shell casings properly:
• Used metal shell casings can be recycled with scrap metal

• Used plastic shell casings can be placed in with your household garbage
• Unused ammunition is not accepted at any Waste Disposal Site and should be returned to the OPP for safe handling.

A reminder that animal carcasses or remains are not accepted at our Waste Disposal Sites.

MINDEN HILLS CULTURAL CENTRE FOUNDATION 
The Minden Hills Cultural Centre Foundation 
Annual General Meeting is scheduled to take 
place at the Minden Hills Cultural Centre on 

Wednesday, December 13 at 4 pm. All members of 
the MHCCF are welcome to attend. Please email 

mindenhillsccfoundation@gmail.com for more 
information.

WINTER PARKING
From Nov 1st to Apr 30th, overnight parking is 

prohibited between the hours of midnight and 8:00 AM 
on township roadways and parking lots. Furthermore, 

parking in the turning circle of a cul-de-sac is prohibited 
during all hours. Vehicles parked in these areas that 

prohibit the removal of snow will be towed away and/or 
ticketed at the owner’s expense. 

TIME TO CHANGE YOUR CLOCKS AND THE BATTERIES IN 
ALL SMOKE AND CARBON MONOXIDE ALARMS

Clocks will fall back one hour at 2 am on Sunday November 
5 and the Minden Hills Fire Department is recommending 
residents install new batteries in their smoke and carbon 

monoxide alarms when they change their clocks. Don’t forget 
to check the date on your smoke and carbon monoxide alarms 

they need to be replaced every 10 years. 

VIRTUAL & IN-PERSON COUNCIL MEETINGS 
Council and Closed Session meetings are currently 
being conducted with a hybrid model of in-person 
and electronic participation in accordance with the 
Municipality Act. Meetings begin at 9:00 AM unless 

otherwise noted. The scheduled upcoming meetings are: 

November 9 – Regular Council Meeting
November 30 – Regular Council Meeting

Members of the Public are invited to observe Council 
proceedings by attending in-person or a live-stream 

link available on the Township CivicWeb Portal at 
mindenhills.civicweb.net/Portal/MeetingTypeList.aspx or 
by using the direct link provided in the notice. Meeting 
agendas are not displayed during the meeting; please 

download by visiting our CivicWeb Portal at mindenhills.
civicweb.net/Portal/MeetingTypeList.aspx. Please note 
the live stream fi le/video will be available to the public 
for the duration of one week after the Council Meeting. 
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AW Deer feeder says ban is short-sighted
By Lisa Gervais
When Lori King moved to Haliburton in 
2019, she said she was told not to feed the 
deer. 

“I was here two days and they said ‘you 
won’t be very popular if you feed the deer.’ 
I thought, wow, these people are brutal,” 
she says with a laugh. She said she was 
sent literature on how bad feeding is for 
deer and thought, “‘alright, I don’t want to 
make any enemies right away’.”

She didn’t feed - until a young deer 
showed up at her back door with an injured 
leg, followed by what she presumed was its 
mother, also hurt. 

She calls up a photo on her laptop, cooing, 
“oh my God, he is too cute.” 

She said she called the Ministry of Natural 
Resources for advice. She claims she was 
told, by possibly a volunteer, 50 per cent 
of infant deer die in winter without feeding 
and she could do so responsibly. She said 
she was also advised once she started, she 
could not stop. Even on vacation, she had 
to ensure the deer were fed when she was 
away.

Today, she said no one at the MNR would 
admit to giving such advice.

However, King said she stopped feeding 
this past summer, and as soon as Dysart 
et al council started talking about a ban. 
However, she said the young deer showed 
up last week with another injury and, “he’s 
not going to survive unless he gets a bit of 
help…”

Referencing the do not feed petition, King 
said some people didn’t sign it because they 
plan to continue.

She said she won’t be able to feed as 
she is known after making a delegation to 
council, but says people around still will.

She thinks council is short-sighted 
and does not know anything about deer. 
She said she’s been studying them since 
COVID.

“This is not going to work. People will 
feed them at night so they can get away 
with it and it’s going to increase the 
collisions because they’ll run from house 
to house like little trick or treaters. I see 
when my neighbour shuts up shop, they all 
come here, and I just think there’s a better 
approach to this.”

Asked for suggestions, King says, “stick 
with their plan to not ban it this winter – 
and rely on the media to really educate 
people.”

She said if the total ban goes ahead, 
deer will starve to death in town. “It’s 
the abruptness of it. I cannot believe that 
people are OK with them starving to death. 
I can’t wrap my head around it.” 

Asked for other ideas, she said people 
could make their gardens less appealing or 
put up small, electrical fences. 

She adds, “I want to think outside the box. 
Get the town… both sides together.

“There has been some success leading 
deer out of towns. If we all get on board 
with this. It will require discipline from a 
lot of deer lovers who are in areas where 
they should not feed. They just have to 
reject them and let the people on the 
outskirts take care of it. I could sign up for 
that plan if someone told me they’re not 
all going to starve to death.” She said the 
feeders could be exempted from the bylaw 
and given a permit.

She agrees with the anti-deer feeders it 
isn’t the deer’s doing. She said cottagers 
came up during COVID and bought deer 
feed locally. She said people worked on 

elaborate gardens.
“You don’t think the deer are going to 

miss that tragically… this is catastrophic… 
we don’t know what will happen.”

King said she is planning to move 
somewhere where she does not have 

neighbours, and can feed the deer.
“I know I’m going to fail. Another lame 

one will show up and I’ll be on my third 
glass of wine and I will be emptying my 
fridge for them. I know it as surely as I 
know my own name.”

Lori King shows a photo of an injured deer. She began feeding deer when one showed 
up in her yard in 2019. Photo by Lisa Gervais.
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To tell the story of Haliburton County 
each week.
To be a source of information and 
inspiration through stories and ideas.
To report on issues, people and 
events important to the community.
To reflect and promote pride in the 
culture, people and landscape of 
The Highlands.
To encourage Highlanders to believe in 
themselves, in our community, and in 
their power to make our place in the 
world better every day.

OUR MISSION

By Lisa Gervais

By Dr. Nell Thomas

Give credit where it’s due

COVID CORNER

Pandemic fatigue 

While the Haliburton County community 
is relieved that no residents or staff have so 
far tested positive for COVID-19 at Hyland 
Crest long-term care home in Minden, some 
have questioned whether the health unit 
was overly alarming in pronouncing it an 
outbreak Jan. 31

Haliburton Highlands Health Services 
(HHHS) confirmed in a media release 
Feb. 1 that the Haliburton, Kawartha, Pine 
Ridge District Health Unit had declared the 
facility to be in outbreak. HHHS attributed 
that to two positive cases among essential 
caregivers - who are not staff.

Caregivers are a type of essential visitor 
who are designated by the resident and/
or their substitute decision-maker and 
is visiting to provide direct care to the 
resident. Examples include supporting 
feeding, mobility, personal hygiene, 
cognitive stimulation, communication, 
meaningful connection, relational continuity 
and assistance in decision-making.

If you look at Public Health Ontario 
websites, the health unit was technically 
correct in declaring it an outbreak. 

However, it wasn’t really until Feb. 3 
that acting medical office of health, Dr. 
Ian Gemmill, suggested it was more of a 
“situation” at Hyland Crest. He said it was 
distinct from larger spreads in other long-
term care homes affecting staff or residents. 

He also elaborated that the two essential 
caregivers who tested positive had no 
symptoms and were not ill.

However, as asymptomatic people can still 
spread the virus, he said they couldn’t take 
any chances.

It was only late on Feb. 3 that the public 
was informed no residents had tested 
positive and late on Feb. 6 that it was 
announced no staff had tested positive - as 
of now.

What this meant is that residents and 
their families, and no doubt staff and their 
families, were left in a fearful state for the 
better part of a week. It might have been 
good had the initial release been done 
jointly by HHHS and the health unit to 
explain some of the fine detail, for example, 
that it was visitors, that they had no 
symptoms, and that it was considered more 
of a situation than an outbreak.

Of course, hindsight is 20:20 but what we 
have to keep in mind is that the health unit 
exercised extreme caution and it is hard to 
fault them for that. Along the same lines, 
we can do nothing but praise HHHS for 
having so far kept COVID-19 away from 
residents and staff at its two long-term care 
homes, Hyland Crest and Highland Wood.

While it seems like years ago now, it was 
only in the late winter and early spring of 
last year that Pinecrest Nursing Home in 

Bobcaygeon was in 
outbreak, costing 28 
lives.

Here in Haliburton, 
we have had zero 
cases among 
residents and staff. 
Zero.

Looking around 
Ontario as of Feb. 8, 2021, 213 homes were 
in outbreak, compared to 413 that were 
not. Since April 24, 2020, there have been 
21,234 cases, 14,809 residents and 6,425 
staff. There have been 3,680 deaths, mostly 
residents but 11 staff.

While in some ways, we are lucky to live 
in a rural setting not a hot spot, we have to 
give credit where credit is due. It is because 
of the work of management and staff at 
HHHS that our long-term care homes have 
remained COVID-free with the exception of 
the two essential caregivers.

And we know from talking to family 
council members that this scare has only 
seen management and staff double down 
even further with COVID-19 protocols. 

And for that, we thank them all on behalf 
of our frail, elderly and vulnerable loved 
ones. 

This enemy is microscopic but lethal 
nonetheless. About staying home ... There 
are soldiers on the front lines fighting this. 
They are taking risks on behalf of others 
who are protected at home. If you stay 
home, the burden of COVID-19 drops. 
When the volume of people afflicted is 
decreased, your odds of staying well are 
increased. This also increases your odds 
of getting surgery or treatment for other 
medical conditions in your time of need. 
When our hospitals are burdened with 
COVID-19 patients, we have no room to 
manage other sick patients. 

One of The Highlander’s letter writers 
questioned whether the cure (asking people 
to stay home) was worse than the ailment. 
Interesting perspective. You would not 
question whether this was sensible if the 
enemy was visibly armed soldiers. You 
would not step in front of enemy fire 
because you justify that action to save 
the economy. If these were bullets and 
soldiers you would wisely hide at home 
to protect yourself and family, accepting 
this was sensible. Accepting the sacrifices 
of decreased economic activity, personal 
financial loss, rationing of food, and 
compromised daily life. 

The numbers speak for themselves. 
Should everyone step out and go back to 
work? The result is a cost of lives, increased 
acutely unwell patients overburdening 

hospitals coping with only the sickest of 
patients, leaving small hope of addressing 
any other medical cases. What we do well 
in medicine is triage. Every decision is 
made with consideration of risk and benefit 
ratios. When I order an X-ray, I balance 
risk of radiation to you, versus benefit 
of information gained. In the emergency 
department we balance wait times for 
stable patients to manage acutely ill ones. 
Who can wait for cancer treatment and 
who needs that hip replaced? An acute 
hip fracture trumps a chronic arthritic hip. 
We have not stopped this critical decision-
making during COVID. We are simply 
postponing the things that reasonably can 
wait.  

Globally, as of Feb. 9, there have been 
106,008,943 confirmed cases of COVID-
19, including 2,316,389 deaths (WHO). In 
Canada, there are 804,260 cases and 20,767 
deaths, with 65 reported deaths in the past 
24 hours and community transmission 
leading the spread. 

In Singapore, there are strictly imposed 
stay-at home-orders. The population is 
5,878,283 with a population density of 
more than 8,000 people per sq km. They 
report 59,721 cases and 29 deaths  since 
January 2020. Spread is via sporadic cases 
with no community transmission. No lives 
have been lost in health care workers and 
no restrictions on surgeries or medical 

procedures are 
required. Because 
of initial adherence 
to stay-at-home 
orders and tracking 
social behaviours, 
Singaporeans now 
enjoy their usual 
lifestyle activities.

Following 
the US national NPI (National Provider 
Identifier) adherence scores that are used 
to track pandemic fatigue shows a pattern 
of increased community transmission and 
volume of COVID cases when adherence 
drops. They report the behaviors that 
had the largest drop in adherence from 
early April to late November 2020 were: 
remaining in residence except for essential 
activities or exercise; having no close 
contact with non-household members; not 
having visitors over; and avoiding eating at 
restaurants.  

A large study (analyzing data from 175 
countries) reveals the worldwide effects 
of social and behavioural factors on 
COVID-19 case numbers. They concluded 
that cancelling public events, imposing 
restrictions on private gatherings and 
closing schools and workplaces had the 
most significant reduction in COVID-19 
infections. 

CORRECTION: In the article “Connecting through a community cookbook” in the Feb. 4 edition, the phone number provided to 
submit for the cookbook was said to be “705-448-228.” In fact, it is 705-448-2285. The Highlander apologizes for the error. 

Fact versus emotion

NATURE’S CALLING

By Toni Cooper

The busy October

There is plenty of research about why 
humans should not feed deer, especially in 
urban areas. 

People have complained about having 
their flowers and vegetables eaten. Some 
of us have hit deer with our vehicles. We’re 
walking on deer droppings.

We’re also hurting – not helping – the deer. 
They are converging at feeding sites and 
sharing diseases and parasites. Humans can 
pick up some of these and there may be more 
ticks around. They are leaving optimal winter 
shelter to come to the village. Artificial 
feeding is actually disrupting their winter 
cycle of getting leaner. Their metabolism 
gets sped up and they burn their fat reserves 
quicker. 

Here’s the tough one: yes, some deer starve 
during extreme winters. It’s upsetting to 
many people, but winter mortality is a natural 
process that helps keep the deer population 
at long-term sustainable levels. Also, a lot 
of the man-made food isn’t good for deer, 
anyway. It messes with their digestive 
system. Deer can actually starve to death 
with a stomach full of food they can’t digest. 

And, of course, by feeding them, we take 
away their wildness. They become dependent 
on easy food sources and don’t eat as much 
of their natural food. Young deer don’t know 

how to forage. They’re not afraid of us. 
While I was out taking photos for stories in 
today’s paper, I turned to find a young deer 
about six feet away from me, looking for a 
handout.

At feeding sites, deer can fight, some get 
stressed out, others injured.

The folks behind the Stop Deer Feeding 
Property Owners Coalition have come up 
with three pages of research with references.

They’ve been working on the file the 
last two months, as well as collecting 720 
signatures for a petition they presented to 
Dysart et al council last week, calling for an 
immediate, year-round, ban on deer feeding 
in Haliburton village.

They don’t think phasing in a ban will 
work. They believe that just reducing the 
amount of deer feeding, or allowing feeding 
for part of the year, will still result in 
significant numbers of deer in the village. 
They argue it’s not far for town deer to 
migrate to areas with natural sources of food, 
and where deer feeding will still be allowed, 
so mass starvation resulting from a complete 
feed ban is unlikely.

On the other side of the coin are people 
who feed deer. They make some pretty 
powerful emotional arguments.

A delegate to last week’s council meeting 

has sent a follow-up 
letter to the mayor.

She concedes there 
are too many deer 
in town but thinks 
an immediate ban is 
cruel.

She is proposing 
a committee of the 
Stop Deer Feeding group, with feeders, 
and council, to come up with a phased-in 
solution.

For example, she wonders if some feeders 
can be exempted from the bylaw to do 
responsible feeding outside of town.

She said people such as her need some 
peace of mind in order to willingly comply.

She told the mayor it will be very difficult 
for her and others to ignore the deer’s 
hungry faces this winter but they would if 
there was a better plan. She said they will 
continue to feed unless there is some sort of  
compromise. 

One thing both sides agree on is there has 
to be more education. We encourage people 
to do their homework. 

From what we can see, all information 
points to a total ban not just in Dysart et al, 
but across the County.

Well, the month of October was undoubtedly 
busy and extremely beautiful. With the 
fall colours changing on the trees, it was 
breathtaking. The temperatures were higher 
than usual, so getting outdoors was a must. 
With Thanksgiving and Halloween, it was a 
month of getting together with family.

Family times are unique and one of the best 
memories people can make. October is also 
the month that we at our homestead make 
sure there is wood in the house for winter. 
We ensure that patio tables and furniture are 
away and all summer items get tucked away 
until next year.

Those are only a few things happening. 
October also marks the start of the fall 
hunting season, deer season with bow starts, 
moose season, and fall turkey, and remember 
goose and duck season. 

Many were at hunting camps, preparing 
them for the upcoming hunting season. I 
have so many fond memories of being at the 
hunting camp with many family members 

around the dinner table, hearing stories, and 
making memories that last a lifetime.

While others were prepping for the 
upcoming hunting season, I was taking 
advantage of getting outdoors and enjoying 
the nice weather and breathtaking views. I 
headed to Muskoka to A.I.M Archery range 
in Dwight. They have an excellent archery 
range and a 3D archery course. There are so 
many benefits of archery; not only is it fun, 
but it also improves your focus. It also aids 
in hand-eye coordination, social skills, and 
confidence. These are just a few benefits. 
Archery is one of my favorite activities. 

In previous years, I held a ladies archery 
day that got women and girls out and taught 
them a new skill. Not only did I host archery 
days, but I also hosted different lady hunting 
trips. I enjoy teaching and seeing women 
learning new skills and enjoying getting 
outdoors.

I understand that only some people are okay 
with hunting; however, this is part of our 

heritage. Hunting 
has been around for 
two million years. 
People have been 
hunting for years 
to provide for their 
families, and I am no different. We only 
hunt to feed our family. We don’t waste any 
part of any animal we harvest. Not only do 
we hunt, we grow our vegetables, and we 
fish. In the fall, I can or blanch our garden 
vegetables to have for the winter months. 
Our parents brought us up this way, and I 
have passed this heritage on to my daughter 
and three beautiful granddaughters.

I do hope everyone had a fantastic 
October and enjoyed what the warm fall 
weather brought us. I hope you all made 
lots of memories with your families and 
got outdoors lots. I know I did. Now, to get 
prepared for November. I will be heading to 
Aspley for a week of ladies deer camp.

The Highlander welcomes all contributions, however we wish to remind readers of the following:
Letters to the editor policy

	 •	�Letters should be exclusive to The Highlander. We do not publish letters also addressed to other media outlets, open letters, letters to 
third parties, or cc’d letters.

	 •	Letters must be signed with first and last name and home town. We also need an address and phone number for verification.  
		  The address and phone number won’t be published. We do not run anonymous letters.
	 •	Letters must be a maximum of 300 words. If submitted at greater length, they will be returned for editing.
	 •	The Highlander may still edit for length and clarity. • The Highlander has the right not to publish letters.

Social media policy
The Highlander expects respectful debate in Facebook and Twitter comments. We reserve the right to hide or delete posts, and to block 
commenters, if necessary.




