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Final funding push
begins for new
Hagersville facility

Life is ‘batter’ with pancakes!
Shrove Tuesday celebrated across Haldimand

HALDIMAND — If The Haldimand Press community calendar listings in It’s A Date for February 13, 2024 were any indication,
the Haldimand community loves its pancakes! Several community groups shared their event details for celebrating Shrove
Tuesday, also known as Pancake Tuesday, and The Press made it out to three events in Hagersville, Caledonia, and Cayu-
ga for a look at the action last Tuesday evening. Many of the annual events are used as fundraisers for a variety of groups,
several church events may lean more into the religious traditions of the evening, but all participants were sure to get a belly
full of tasty breakfast for dinner and a heart full of fun and friendship. Above left, Wendy Alderson (left) and Dale Vecero take
a moment to chat during Hagersville United Church’s Pancake Supper (Haldimand Press photo by Tara Lindemann). Above
right, Ken Garland and Randy Peirson keep busy on the griddle at St. Paul’s Anglican Church in Caledonia (Haldimand Press
photo by Randy Carter). See more on Page 11.

Family Day fun all over community

HALDIMAND—On Monday, February 19, 2024, hundreds of families
across the county took some time to celebrate Family Day. The Dunn-
ville Optimists held a mini winter carnival that included food and fun for
children of all ages. As part of the fun, (left) Rylan Szakal (6) of Dunn-
ville and volunteer Thomas Mander (13) of Grimsby show off their hula
hoop skills (Haldimand Press photo by Valerie Posthumus). Meanwhile,
Selkirk saw the 40th Heritage Day event from the North Erie Shore
Historical Society. A steady crowd of visitors enjoyed displays and
demonstrations, including antique toys, tools, trains, historical groups,
and more. Above, Grant Stengel makes quick work of peeling an apple
using an 1893 apple peeler that was used in the former apple drying
plant in Selkirk. During the war, apples were dried as rations for soldiers
(Haldimand Press photo by Sheila Phibbs). See more Family Day pho-
tos on Page 12.
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By Mike Renzella
The Haldimand Press

HAGERSVILLE — After
over two years of fundrais-
ing, public engagement,
and design upgrades, the
Hagersville Library + Active
Living Centre is closer than
ever to being a reality, with
community fundraising ef-
forts zeroing in on their $2
million target and the ground
breaking just “months away,”
according to a County re-
lease.

Fundraising Committee
Chair and former Ward 4
Councillor Tony Dalimonte
is thrilled to see the project
moving forward.

“We want the facility to
be as special as it can be,”
said Dalimonte.

He noted that Commu-
nity and Development Ser-
vices Manager Mike Evers
had suggested to him that
contractors “should be on
site in May, starting to make

preparations, putting up the
sign.... It will take about 18
months or so to build this.”
He noted the importance
of remembering that along
with being a sports and li-
brary hub, the facility will
replace the former Hagers-
ville Community Centre, with
funds from the centre’s sale
supporting the new facility.
“To make that facility as
rentable as possible, you've
got to have all the ameni-
ties in there to compete with
other halls in the county,
and for people to use it as
a destination for a wedding,
a corporate event, whatever
the case may be,” explained
Dalimonte. “That requires
things like upgraded acous-
tics, the things you would
use to transform the main
hall into a wedding venue, or
a place to have a Christmas
party, or a major corporate
event. Our work continues.”

Continued on Page 10
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Flipping fun means Pancake Tuesday was no flop!

By Tara Lindemann
The Haldimand Press

HALDIMAND—What is Shrove Tuesday
and why pancakes and carnivals? The Press
consulted five Christian denominations to
find out.

Shrove Tuesday is a Christian festival
celebrated worldwide and differently, but
what is the same: it's always the Tuesday
before the start of Lent. Lent is when Chris-
tians temporarily renounce personal luxuries
in memory of Jesus journeying the desert to
fast and pray for 40 days.

‘Shriving’ is a term to describe the im-
posing of a penance, where Christians would
go to the church on Shrove Tuesday to con-
fess their sins and be cleansed, or shriven.
And while the exact date of Shrove Tuesday
changes from year to year, it’s always on a
Tuesday, and always 47 days before Easter
Sunday. Depending on the church or parish
you attend, Canada, the United Kingdom,
Ireland, and Australia will typically celebrate
Pancake Day.

Historically during the season of Lent,

participants would sacrifice their pallets and
give up the good stuff — like dairy, fat, and
sugar — so this was the last day of binging
on those goodies, and pancakes have those
very ingredients.

The tradition started in 1445 in Bucking-
hamshire, England when a woman lost track
of time whilst making pancakes. She ran
straight toward the church bells, warning that
Shrove Tuesday service was to begin. She
arrived to the church, pan in hand and pan-
cake within.

Now, such as seen throughout Haldi-
mand, the day has turned into an opportunity
to fundraise and to commune through pan-
cakes and all the fixings.

The day is celebrated differently in other
parts of the world, with one commonly known
example being New Orleans’ Mardi Gras —
which is French for ‘Fat Tuesday.’

For many people, Mardi Gras means
penitential time begins at sundown, but ul-
timately the party stops at midnight, with an
elaborate parade of police officers walking
down the streets followed by street cleaners,
as Lent begins at the stroke of midnight.

HAGERSVILLE—Above, Cheryl Sayer (right) takes a moment from her volunteering duties
at the Hagersville United Pancake Supper on February 13 to visit with Lindsay Sayer and
5 ¥e-year-old Myles Mattioli, who gave the thumbs up on his pancakes. Below left, several
Jarvis Lions were in attendance, including Don and Yvonne Hinan. Below right, Jo-Ann Duns
and Bob Held briefly pause for a photo in the efficient pancake-to-table flurry.

HAGERSVILLE—Debbie Kozicki, Don Brooks, Bruce Campbell, and Peter Kozicki enjoy the
all-you-can-eat pancake supper hosted by Hagersville United Church.
—Haldimand Press photos by Tara Lindemann.

RECREATION

Haldimand
County

CAYUGA—Cayuga Secondary School held a pancake supper Tuesday, February 13, 2024
in the school’s cafeteria. Students prepared pancakes, sausage, juice, and cupcakes for
those who attended. Student Council Teacher Advisor Jonathan Mann shared, “The pancake
supper is an annual fundraiser that supports two efforts: some students use their personal
ticket sales for our upcoming Europe trip to Switzerland and Italy on March Break. Others are
directing funds towards the Global Student Leadership Conference that is occurring in April
at Blue Mountain — a three-day leadership retreat involving 600 students from around the
province. Those who help out also get a portion of the walkup sales, after costs are covered.
The event is also a great chance for students to extend their leadership skills in organizing
the logistics of the event and customer/client service and sales skills.” Above, Aliyah Elfner,
Madison Brookes, Maddy Los, and Alexis Reid get ready for the rush to serve pancakes.

CAYUGA—Adora Capinding, Ash McCarrell, Andrew Yager, Jay Holland, and Paige Ziegler
at the refreshment and dessert station at the CSS Pancake Supper.
—Haldimand Press photos by Rachel Vaarkamp.

CALEDONIA — On Feb-
ruary 13, St. Paul’s An-
glican Church in Caledo-
nia opened their doors to
offer pancakes, sausage,
and various toppings for a
minimal price. “We have
been serving pancakes
to the community for 40
years,” boasts church
member and volunteer
Gail Bell of the annual
Shrove Tuesday event. At
left, Kathy Brunton, Jan-
ice McKenndy, Neil Bell
serve up pancakes with a
smile.

—Haldimand Press
photos by Randy Carter.

CALEDONIA—Greeting the guests at the door is Jessica Robitaille (Woman’s Club Presi-
dent) and her son Spencer Hobden. Jessica was expecting 100 guests this year, up from last
year. Right, Gail Bell the “Kitchen Queen” checks on pancake quality.

March Break’s going
to be out of this world!

Go on a galactic adventure with our HIGH FIVE®
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This year’s theme is “Cosmic Crusaders” where youths ages 4-10 will participate
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CALEDONIA—In an unexpected outcome from her Haldimand Press feature,
Doris Young can now officially say she’s a high school graduate at age 100.

See the full story on Page 10.
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Gardens abuzz for youth project

Young gardeners invited to join Pollinator Pals planting sessions

By Tamara Botting
The Haldimand Press

TOWNSEND/DUNNVILLE—ASspiring gardeners
are being invited to give their green thumbs a work-
out as Haldimand-Norfolk REACH is once again ex-
panding its pollinator gardens.

“We’re trying to connect kids with nature, as na-
ture is a really great way to help kids to self-regu-
late,” said Nancy Schuur, Group Services and Pre-
vention Worker, who is spearheading the Pollinator
Pals initiative. This is the second year for this target-
ed prevention program within the agency.

“Gardening is such a great tool to keep the
mind busy ... with focusing on the flowers, they’re
not thinking about their worries or anything else,”
Schuur said.

Last year, two pollinator-friendly gardens were
installed: one at HN REACH’s 101 Nanticoke Creek
Parkway, Townsend location, in partnership with
Grand River Home Hardware in Caledonia and the
Haldimand Horticultural Society; and the other at
110 Ramsey Drive, Dunnville, in partnership with
GrandErie Home Hardware and Dunnville Horticul-
tural Society.

“Every year, we’ll be adding to these gardens,”
Schuur said.

There are two planting days scheduled, on June
5 in Townsend and June 19 in Dunnville. Both ses-
sions will run from 4-5 p.m. and are open to any

Thisteachesthe kids to not only be
conscious of themselves, but also the
environment around them.

Nancy Schuur, group services and prevention worker

ant because “right now, we are having a crisis with
our bee population. And actually, southern Ontario is
in the migrant pathway for the monarch butterflies,
which also need a lot of help. These gardens can act
as landing spots for the monarch butterflies in their
migration, but they also create pollinator places for
bees where they are safe and they can pollinate and
hopefully flourish.”

By teaching participants about the ecological
role pollinators fulfill alongside a lesson about the
importance of self-care, Schuur said, “This teaches
the kids to not only be conscious of themselves, but
also the environment around them; to be sustain-
able in their mental health is to be sustainable within
the environment.”

Schuur said the hope with Pollinator Pals is to
get participants to come out each year, while also
adding new gardeners to the group.

—Haldimand Press photo by Tamara Botting.

youths ages 7-11 years old.

sels for insects and birds,” Schuur said.

Hagersville Library & Active Living
Centre to break ground this summer

By Mike Renzella
The Haldimand Press

HAGERSVILLE—The long-in-development Hagersville
Library and Active Living Centre got a big update last week,
revealing July as the scheduled start date for construction on
the multi-use facility originally spearheaded by former Ward
4 Councillor Tony Dalimonte.

Mike Evers, Haldimand’s General Manager of Communi-
ty and Development Services, gave a comprehensive over-
view of where the project currently stands, and a timeline of
what residents of the area can expect next: “(It’s) nearing
the finish line from the desktop, design, and planning end of
things. We’'re very close to being at that point where we enter
into the ground-breaking and construction phase of the proj-
ect.”

He said that staff have been busy over the past year and
a half.

“That includes completing all of the architectural building
plans, that was a milestone achieved in early May. The site
plan process and the civil engineering plan have been com-
pleted. The site plan has been approved. That was also in
early May,” said Evers.

“As a team we’ve done a few facility visits to start to gen-
erate ideas and figure out some opportunities as it relates to
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programming for the active living centre in particular. Those
visits will continue over the next few months.”

Evers noted that the building permit application has been
submitted, calling it a significant milestone in the process.

“We’re hoping to get the tender out in the next one to two
weeks. That really wraps up the design stage of the project,”
he continued. “Once the tender is awarded, which we’re hop-
ing to do in July, that's when the real fun starts to happen.”

Once the ground is broken and construction is underway,
residents can expect that process to last through to roughly
October 2025.

“That gives you a good sense of the construction time-
line. It’s lengthy, but it’s a big project with lots of complexities
to the site and the inner workings of the facility,” Evers con-
cluded.

A staff report provided further information on the many
wheels spinning behind the scenes to bring the project to
fruition, noting that the community fundraising campaign has
accumulated $1.7 million in raised/committed funds.

It also notes that occupancy of the site is anticipated to
be, at earliest, late summer 2025. Program development
usage schedules for the facility, which will also host private
events in addition to offering community services, will be fac-
tored into the 2025 operating budget.

Stay tuned for more updates as they develop.
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She added that pollinator gardens are import-

This year, as a special gift, participants at the

“Every child that joins will help us plant some planting sessions will receive a crocheted bee,
flowers; they’ll also help us create some water ves- made by Sam Overholt from HN REACH’s Youth

Mental Health Alliance.
Continued on Page 10
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BioPed Stoney Creek - 905-662-1222
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BioPed Hagersville - 226-931-5045
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Live Auction Sale
For Mary Lamb and the Estate of the late Jim Lamb
Saturday, June 8th at 10:30 a.m.

Located at 1602 Hwy 6, approx. 2 miles south of Freelton, 7 miles south of Hwy 401,
7 miles north of Hwy 403 (Watch for signs)
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- Shop Tools — Horse trailer — misc. farm equipment (etc)

- 1950 Ford Custom V-8 car 2 door (approx. 300 miles since redone)

- Royal Tandem 4 horse trailer 18’ x 6" good shape, 3 P.T.H. wood splitter, 2 — 3 PT.H. post hole augers,
M.F. 5’ rotary mower, QA Fluney manuer fork, INT 530 single axle manuer spreader, water troughs, M.F.
8’ 3 PT.H. disc, 10" sheep feeder, as new pony cart, 4’ garden cart, 4’ lawn roller

— Pro-Point Mig-Tig 145 Arc welder, 60 gal vertical air compressor, oxy - acet torches bottles and cart,
power hack saw, Silver-Beauty mig welder, 12,000 + 5000 gas generators, Honda pressure washer with
40 gal tank, Floor jacks, 7" x 5" steel work bench, double shop ladder and others, Tool boxes, chain
saws, Air tools, drill press, Misc. flat steel, angel mesh, tubbing (etc), 2 - 30" hydro poles and others,
chains, 4’ x 4" wire stacking bins, Generac 3000 p.s.i washer, H.D. vise, New truck seat, misc. truck parts,
Large selection of power and shop tools, Air jacks, rolls of insulation, 180 Ib antique anvil, misc oil, etc

Terms: Cash - Cheque (with proper I.D.) — Interac® - 3% premium on VISA® and MC
(Full payment due day of sale)
Owner or auctioneers are not responsible for any accidents or property loss.
For Some Photos and Full List Check:
www.theauctionadvertiser.com/jmccartney - www.auctionsontario.ca/mccartney
Jim McCartney Auction Service Ltd. — (905) 516-3202 or (905) 689-8778 (Waterdown)

Email: mccartneyauctions@gmail.com
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Using nature as a tool to
help kids to self-regulate

Continued from Page 1

Schuur explained that the committee
members are area youths who meet once a
month and share their experiences interacting
with local mental health systems, which in turn
helps to guide the work of HN REACH.

Schuur noted Overholt’s volunteering to
make the bees for the Pollinator Pals program
was “quite the contribution; we were so im-
pressed with her work and her dedication to
it.”

There’s no cost to participate in the Polli-
nator Pals program, but pre-registration is re-
quired. The crocheted bees will be distributed
while supplies last. To register, call 519-587-
2441, ext. 283.

For those who are unable to make it out
for one of the planting days, or who are too
old, there may still be an opportunity to get in-
volved in the project.

Last year, Schuur took on the care of the
gardens after the planting sessions, but this
year, “We may be looking at developing some
sort of youth group that’s into gardening that
would want to do that.”

HN REACH offers a wide range of pro-
grams and services for area children, youth,
and their families, including for autism, mental
health, youth justice, and developmental ser-
vices. For more information about what’s of-
fered, visit hnreach.on.ca.

HALDIMAND—Local youth Sam Overholt
volunteered to crochet bees for participants
in the Pollinator Pals planting sessions, tak-
ing place in Townsend and Dunnville on June
5and 19 respectively. —Submitted photo.

'This is a day I'll never forget'
says graduating centenarian

By Tamara Botting
The Haldimand Press

CALEDONIA—It's thanks to a Haldi-
mand Press article that Doris Young can offi-
cially say that she’s a high school graduate.

When reporter Olivia Snyder was in-
terviewing Young for an article to mark her
100th birthday, Snyder asked the centenari-
an what her biggest regret in life was. Young
said it was that she hadn’t been able to grad-
uate from high school.

One of Young’s daughters, Ruthanne
Spence, explained how Young’s asthma was
exacerbated by a severe chalk dust allergy.
In her final year of high school, Young was
out sick the month of January, which she
worked hard to make up for back in class,
but when she fell sick again in May, and that
stretched into June, “she didn’t get caught
up enough to write her exams,” Spence said.
This meant Young couldn’t graduate.

Kathy Adams, also Young’s daughter,
knew her mom didn’t graduate but said, “I
never thought it was that important to her”
until she mentioned it in the interview.

Once the family realized how much it
meant to Young, Spence, a retired teacher
with the Hamilton Wentworth District School
Board, got to work. Since Spence had spent
many years working in the Student Services
department, which in part works to remove
barriers for students to help them success-
fully learn and eventually graduate, she was
confident something could happen.

“Today, so many stops are pulled out to
help students graduate,” Spence said, noting
if her mom had been in high school today,
she wouldn’t have encountered chalk dust in
the first place, and even if she was sick and
unable to attend class in person, there would
be options for virtual study, and/ or she would
be able to sit her exams at a different time.

“l saw an opportunity to fulfill the dream
of another potential graduate,” Spence said,
adding that age wasn’t a concern.

She contacted her former colleague,
Kevin Graham, Superintendent of Educa-
tion with Grand Erie District School Board
(GEDSB), and a short while later, got word
back that the graduation was a go.

Spence said when she told her mom
what was happening, “this look of disbelief
and joy came over her face.”

On May 21 there was a special com-
mencement ceremony held at River Heights
Elementary School, which had been the high

CALEDONIA—Grand Erie District School
Board Director of Education JoAnna Roberto
presents Doris Young, 100, with her diploma.
—Haldimand Press photo by Tamara Botting.

school in 1943 when Young was supposed to
graduate.

During the ceremony, Spence noted that
for a high school graduation, “May is a little
bit early in most situations,” however, “in this
case, it’s about 80 years late.”

Young, clad in the blue cap and gown
that her fellow scholars wore, said, “I never
thought they’d go to all this” as she took in
the crowd of well-wishers, the balloons, and
her diploma. “The right person got working
onit, | guess.”

Young said that while her life had its ups
and downs, “I've got lots of good memories;
that’s all that matters now.... This is a day /'l
never forget.”

She added that she hoped her graduat-
ing at the age of 100 would encourage those
who are still in school now.

“Get your education; it’s far more import-
ant now,” she said.

When presenting Young with her diplo-
ma, GEDSB Director of Education JoAnna
Roberto said, “Doris, you have exemplified
what it means to have many accomplish-
ments in life.”

She noted that when students graduate,
it's common to wish them the best for their
future, but in Young’s case, “Your future is
here; you’re surrounded by your children,
your grandchildren, your great-grandchil-
dren.”

Susan Gibson, Chair of GEDSB, added
that Young “exemplifies the value of lifelong
education.... Your journey inspires us all.”
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