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We are the change that we seek.” - Barack Obama
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Happy 254th birthday, Brock
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Jack Hill, 6, in costume as a Canadian soldier during a celebration of M
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aj-Gen. Sir Isaac Brock’s 254th birthday

at Queenston Heights on Friday. The afternoon was filled with historical lectures and tours. DAVE VAN DE LAAR

Kevin MacL ean
Managing Editor

Who wants an indoor
swimming pool in Niagara-
on-the-Lake?

Perhaps the better ques-
tion is: Who doesn’t want an
indoor swimming poal in
Niagara-on-the-L ake?

The idea has been batted
about in NOTL for many
years, because, really, how
could you not want the op-
tion of taking aregular dip
in amodern, indoor facility,
having your kids take swim
lessons there or maybe try-
ing some aquafit classes in
the middle of January?

An ad hoc committee of
residents has now grabbed
the torch and through peti-
tions, meetings and pitching
the concept publicly has
again tried to put an indoor
pool on the civic agenda.

We have yet to hear
anyone dismiss it aswholly
unnecessary, though there
has been alot of pushback.

The main criticism seems
to suggest that, whileit'sa
niceidea, it issmply not an
affordable option for acom-
munity the size of NOTL.

Yet, some similar-sized
towns (and some smaller
ones) have managed to make
it happen.

We agree that afford-
ability isahuge concern —
NOTLersalready pay alot
in property taxes and with

Ehitorial
An indoor swimming pool for NOTL

atax base of only 19,000
residents (and fewer than
10,000 households). There
islittle room for expanding
spending on amagjor capital
project the magnitude of an
indoor poal.

Werejust too small.

Not too small for a spank-
ing new pooal, just too small
to be able to afford one by
dumping the full cost on the
taxpayer.

However, that is not to sug-
gest the proponents of a pool
should give up or fold their
proverbial tent.

Saying noissmple Dis-
missing the idea as pie-in-
the-sky isthe easy route.

Finding ways to make
things happen or to seek out
alternatives requires alot
more effort and dedication.

Indoor pools are big-ticket
items and cost figures like
$15 million to $20 million
(or more) are common for a
facility with a 25-metre pool
and related facilities.

Plus annual operating
costs could easily be many
hundreds of thousands of
dollars. So, no matter how
you look at it, an indoor poal
inamunicipality ispricey —
even with grants from other
levels of government to help
with theinitial build.

(Of course, therésalso
the matter of seriousrepairs
needed to the aging outdoor
pool in St. Davids, but that is
a separate issue)

Some have suggested that
with the planned growth
coming to NOTL's Glen-
dale community — up to
15,000 people (or more)
eventually —that would be
alogical location for an
indoor swimming facility,
perhaps in conjunction with
a high school proposed for
that area

An interesting idea, but
years off.

So, what can be donein
the meantime? Wed like to
see the committee of indoor
pool advocates continue
their push for asolution —
because maybe they’ll find
one. Nothing ventured ...

NOTL certainly has
alot of very smart resi-
dents with experience
in a wide variety of fields.
Let'stap into that exper-
tise, crowdsourceit.

Or perhaps a major
developer — maybe a group
of developers—in town
could find a way to help
kickstart such a project, or
fund it all. You never know
what might be possible.
Toronto has mandated such
contributions under section
37 of the Planning Act for
years. Could NOTL do
something similar?

Or maybe the more com-
mon route — community
fundraisng —istheway to
go, launching a campaign to
try to raise enough to make
it areality.

And then theré's some
outside-the-box thinking, as
some have already noted and
columnist Ross Robinson
mentioned last week in pass-
ing: could Old Town’s exist-
ing pool at Veterans Memo-
rial Park be temporarily
enclosed under adome from,
say, September to May?

Wild and unworkable?
Maybe. Let’s find out.

Because we know outdoor
soccer pitches, tennis courts
and golf ranges can be put
under a bubble. So what
about swimming pools?

Or isthis an opportunity
for aunique public-private
partnership that would
enable NOTL to make an
indoor pool areality? Noth-
ing ventured ...

One final note: like many
small towns, NOTL hasa
long tradition of the com-
munity coalescing over a
common cause.

Our special little town has
attracted more than its share
of extremely successful indi-
viduals, with deep pockets,
who might beinclined to
give generoudy to agrass-
roots campaign to build an
indoor poal in town.

That might not help with
operational costs, but given
the right approach maybe
thereisaway around that
stumbling block, too.

Because, nothing ventured,
nothing gained.

editor @niagaranow.com
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NOTL protests

town council

Residents want council to
understand the “vocal majority’

Julia Sacco
Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

Councillors arriving at
Niagara-on-the-Lake’s
town hall on Tuesday for
their monthly meeting were
greeted by the sound of
dozens of residents gath-
ered outside, some calling
them liars and calling for
their resignations.

It was the culmination of
escalating tensions between
municipal leaders and
many NOTL residents fed
up with what they see as
the rubber-stamping of new
developments that don’t
belong in town, whether
it be the proposed Parlia-
ment Oak hotel or Glendale
highrises.

Organized by resident
Karen Taylor-Jones, the
rally attracted about 200
people who met outside
town hall at 4:30 p.m.,
before the 6 p.m. council
meeting.

“To put out an official
plan and then to ignore it
is shameful. That’s shame-
ful,” resident Janet Rody
told The Lake Report.

“Do they have no vision
for this town and what its
needs are in the future?”
she said.

Protesters stood outside
town hall with signs and
petitions, garnering atten-
tion, honks and cheers from
oncoming traffic.

When councillors began

Lord Mayor Gary Zalepa is followed by protesters as he enters the municipal offices for a council meeting Tuesday. A
Continued on Page 3  crowd of about 200 people were gathered outside town hall to protest development decisions. DAVE VAN DE LAAR

St. Davids carnival sees sunny skies

Ten-year-old Damian going for a spin on the Himalaya ride at this summer’s Lions Carnival,
which was blessed with sunny skies for most of its four-day run. DAVE VAN DE LAAR

Have you been

alfected by floods?

Julia Sacco
Local Journalism Initiative

The Lake Report

This year’s St. Davids Li-
ons Carnival was met with
sunny skies after a rainy run
last year.

Among the usual attrac-
tions including carnival
games, rides, bingo, a nickel
sale and a Toronto Argo-
nauts kickoff, the ever-so-
popular dog show made its
return.

“This year was quite a
bit easier, the weather was
better and there was more

Continued on Page 13

It seems like the Sum-
mer of the Deluge, with
heavy rains pouring down,
sometimes causing extreme
flooding events around ar-
eas of Niagara-on-the-Lake.

Have you been affected
by flooding this year?

Have you seen flooding or
snapped photos or videos of
flooding in town?

Please send your stories
and photos to us. We’re
looking to gather a com-
prehensive look at areas
of NOTL that are prone to
flooding, so we can evaluate
infrastructure decisions sur-

rounding the affected areas.
We are encouraging
residents from all areas of
Niagara-on-the-Lake to par-
ticipate, so we can get a firm
gauge on the situation.
Since initially posting this
call for photos two weeks
ago, The Lake Report has
received dozens of im-
ages and videos of flooding,
damage, and heavy running
water in areas of NOTL.
We’re working on a
comprehensive story about
flooding and the causes for
an upcoming edition.
editor@niagaranow.com

Sat & Sun, Aug 3&4,2024 | 10am - 5 pm
247 Ricardo St, Niagara-on-the-Lake

Tickets: $5.00 (kids enter at no charge)
View the Online Show: Jul 15 - Aug 11
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Juried, original art show presented by
NIAGARA PUMPHOUSE ARTS CENTRE

Over 70 Artists & Artisans « Artists Demos + Live Music + Outdoor Bistro
Balloon Artist « Tiny Museum .« Silent Auction « More!
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Laurie Harley named 2023 Citizen of the Year

Staff
The Lake Report

Laurie Harley, one of
the founders and leaders
of Niagara-on-the-Lake's
innovative Ambassadors
program, is the town's Citi-
zen of the Year.

Harley was among
several residents honoured
Tuesday night at agala
dinner as the Chamber of
Commerces NOTL Spirit
Awards were handed out at
Ravine Winery.

The Ambassadors pro-
gram grew out of the CO-

VID pandemic and for the
past few summers, clad in
blue vests adorned with big
“Ask M€’ buttons, its vol-
unteers have roamed Queen
Street in Old Town offering
advice and answering ques-
tions from the thousands

of touristswho visit NOTL

every week.

In prepared remarks, Lord
Mayor Gary Zalepa said
Harley also “has devoted
countless hours’ to volun-
teering at the Shaw Fegtival
and NOTL Museum.

Zalepa could not attend
due to a council meeting,

but he noted the Ambas-
sadors “take immense pride
in contributing their time to
promote tourism in Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake”

For photos and details
about the other winners
from the Spirit Awards
gala, see Page 6 and 8.

Laurie Harley.
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Donald Ziraldo.

Time for
national
VOA
standard:
Ziraldo

Richard Hutton
Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

Two members involved
in Niagards wine industry
feel that creating a national
standard will help promote
Canadian vintages interna-
tionally and help winemak-
ers and grape growers deal
with crop failures—such
as one vintners are experi-
encing right now in British
Columbia.

Both Donald Ziraldo, who
helped create what became
the Vintners Quality Alli-

Continued on Page 4

Preds ousted in first round of playofis

It was an emotional end to the season as the Niagara Predators were eliminated from the Greater Metro Hockey League playoffs Friday. Tyler
Gearing consoled all-star goalie Zane Clausen after their shootout loss. Full story, Page 16. DAVE VAN DE LAAR

Legion bringing home flag that flew at Normandy’s Juno Beach Centre

Richard Hutton
Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

The Niagara-on-the-Lake
Legion will be flying a flag
with agpecial origin to hon-
our veterans past and present.

The Royal Canadian
Legion branch 124 has
purchased a Canadian flag
that flew over the Juno
Beach Centre in Normandy,
France.

The centreis amuseum
that opened in 2003, an

effort by volunteers and vet-

erans to create a permanent

memorial to Canadians who

served in the Second World
War and preserve this
legacy for future genera

tions through education and

remembrance.

As afundraiser to con-
tinue its work, the centreis
offering Canadian flags that
have flown over the centre
for $500.

Each flag will come with
a certificate of authentic-
ity indicating the flag was

flown at Juno Beach.

“The goal isto have atan-
gible item that we can refer
to when talking about (the
Second World War) and as a
displayed item,” said branch
president Al Howse. “It can
draw attention to veterans.”

By purchasing the flag,
the Legion will be helping
the centre with financial
support and its continuing
mission to highlight through
online history lessons and

Continued on Page 5
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HOME

A group of Niagara-on-the-Lake residents conducted a detailed survey on seniors housing
needs. The results of the survey were sent to NOTL politicians, including Lord Mayor Gary Zale-
pa. The Lake Report met with Zalepa to learn his feelings about the results of the survey. Thisis
the first in a series of stories exploring the survey results and potential solutions to the problem.

Need for seniors housing is real: Zalepa

Richard Harley
The Lake Report

Niagara-on-the-Lake’s
lord mayor says he under-
stands there’s a growing
need for options for seniors
who want to stay in town as
they age.

“A lot of the things
that are in the report are
things that I think I always
believed, because I’ve been
in real estate for almost 30

years here,” Lord Mayor
Gary Zalepa said in an
interview.

It’s more of a “valida-
tion” of things people likely
already know, he said.

But it’s helpful to have a
survey done that seems to
hold water.

“I felt pretty confident in
what | saw. I’m by no means
an expert on validating a
survey. But it seems to be
well thought-out,” he said.

The Lake Report sat down
with Zalepa to discuss the
results of a seniors hous-
ing survey, conducted by a
group of NOTL residents
and overseen by research
experts Michael Ennamora-
to and Stephen Ferley.

The survey, among other
findings, showed that a ma-
jority of NOTL residents
aged 55 and up want to stay
in NOTL as they get older,
and maintain as much inde-

pendence as possible.

They had concerns for
access to health care, both
family physicians and emer-
gency services, and want
to have a structured living
situation that meets their
changing needs.

Most said they would
prefer to live at home, or
independently, with op-
tions for assisted living and

Continued on Page 5

.-‘
Lord Mayor Gary Zalepa says he understands the dire
need for living options for aging seniors who want to stay
in town and is looking at ways the town can help, including
diverse housing options and building incentives. FILE

Tail wagging fun
at Palatine winery

Julia Sacco
Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

Dogs of all breeds, sizes
and experience are welcome
to join the Dog Frisbee
League at Palatine Hills
Estate Winery this summer.

Wednesday evenings
starting at 6 p.m. your furry
friends can meet at the back-
field of 911 Lakeshore Rd.

The league runs in a five-
week session, with the next
starting in three more weeks.

Kait Ripley, a trainer and
assistant manager at Walk,
Play Love obedience and
guidance school encourages
people to come out with their

The league, led by the
school, will feature frisbee
games and challenges along
with tips and tricks from
experienced handlers and a
welcoming community for
dog lovers.

“It’s played all over
Canada and the U.S., we
work as a team to make
points and those are added
up as a team and you rank
by your location,”

Palatine Hills also hosts
a dog-friendly patio where
owners and their furry com-
panions can stop for a drink
and a bite.

For more information on
joining the league, email
nikki@walkplaylove.com.

pups to watch the current
league and get a feel for it.

See mor e photos of pups
and frisbees on Page 6.

Maxme McIeIIan throws a frlsbee to Stormy the German shepherd at Palatlne H|I|s Estate Wlnery durlng its Dog Frlsbee
League, which takes place every Wednesday in the winery’s back field. All dogs are welcome. DAVE VAN DE LAAR
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*Sidewalk Sale Aug 10th only

42 QUEEN ST (at the clocktower)
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Clockwise from top left: Jaclyn throws a frisbee to
Mossie the Corgi. Atlas the Australian Shepherd
catches the frisbee in mid-air. Leighton Dyck throws
the frisbee to Monte the Australian Kelpie. Jeff Riley
throws the frisbee to Quin. Dori the Papillon chases
down the frisbee. Kirstin Webb and Atlas. Monte
leaps to catch the frisbee. Riley throws a frisbee to
Dublin the Australian cattle dog.

PHOTOGRAPHY BY DAVE VAN DE LAAR
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