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Community leaders celebrated at ‘COTY’ reception

By Shawn Loughlin
The Citizen

Last Thursday, North Huron
Publishing hosted its first Citizen of
the Year Awards night since 2019,
awarding winners from the past
four years at Trinity Anglican
Church in Blyth.

It was a full house, with several
dozen in attendance, including
nominators, past Citizen of the Year
Award winners and several
members of the community. Citizen
Publisher Deb Sholdice, Editor
Shawn Loughlin and Reporter Scott

Stephenson conducted the
ceremony.
First, Annie Sparling was

honoured as the 2020 Citizen of the
Year Award winner for the Blyth
community. She won the award
thanks to her extensive involvement
with the Blyth Community
Betterment Group and persistence

Claus parade and the popular
Rutabaga Fest.

Sparling was unable to attend and
sent her regrets and thanks.

Bob Kellington was then
honoured  for  posthumously
winning the 2020 Citizen of the
Year Award for Brussels.

Kellington passed away in 2020,
but had dedicated much of his life
to volunteerism. He was heavily
involved with the Brussels Lions
Club and organized fundraisers for
his local church and the Canadian
Foodgrains Bank, a cause for which
he was especially passionate.

Marguerite Thomas, Kellington’s
widow was unable to attend, but
shared a message of hope for other
widows and widowers, suggesting
that friends and family check on
survivors for weeks, months and
years after their spouses pass away.
“We didn’t die when our spouses
did,” she said.

Citizen of the Year Award was also
awarded posthumously - David
Cartwright, who had decades of
volunteerism with the First Blyth
Scouts and Trinity Anglican
Church, the very building in which
the celebration was taking place.

David’s wife Shari and daughter
Brittany were both on hand to help
celebrate David’s legacy.

The 2021 Brussels Citizen of the
Year Award winner, Zoellyn Onn,
was in attendance and thanked
everyone for nominating her and
recognizing her efforts in the
community.

Onn won the award thanks to her
extensive involvement in Brussels
as a member of the Brussels
Horticultural Society, Brussels
Agricultural Society and Brussels
Lions Club, serving as president of
the latter two organizations. She is
also the founder of the Brussels
Fairy Door Trail and had been

of initiatives to fruition, such as the
return of the Brussels Farmers’
Market, the community choral
group Sing Sing Sing and more.

In her capacity as a Lions Club
member, she also served as a
mentor and leader for the Brussels
Leo Club, which has accomplished
much within the village since being
revived just over a decade ago.

The 2022 Blyth Citizen of the
Year winner was Lissa Kolkman,
who won due to her work with the
Friends of the Village of Blyth
group, serving as one of its most
prominent members and as its
liaison to North Huron Council.

She and her fellow volunteers
have worked to beautify the village
and maintain its public gardens for
many years, in addition to hosting
the Christmas wreath competition
and Easter Egg hunt on the
Greenway Trail.

She has also volunteered with

United Church over the years.
Kolkman was in attendance as
well and simply thanked those who
nominated her and supported her
win, saying she was honoured to be

listed among such notable
volunteers and community
members.

The 2022 Brussels Citizen of the
Year winner was Margaret McInroy
thanks to her work with the Walton
Women’s Institute and the Melville
Presbyterian Church, including its
bestselling anniversary cookbook,
in addition to working with Soup
and More 2 and other fundraisers
throughout the Brussels and Walton
communities.

Mclnroy took the opportunity to
address those in attendance,
thanking her nominators and those
who selected her as the winner.

She said her spirit of
volunteerism can be chalked up
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in resurrecting both a Blyth Santa

The 2021 winner of the Blyth

instrumental in bringing a number

the Blyth Festival

and Blyth
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Past four years of ‘COTY’ winners honoured
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to the encouragement of two men -
one was her father Wilfred
Shortreed and the other is her
husband Rick. As a child, Margaret
said she was encouraged to be part
of a team and to take that
commitment seriously. And when
she was encouraged to volunteer,
she was also pushed to go the extra
mile and be a member of the
executive, which she still practises
to this day.

The 2022 (and first-ever) winner
of the Huron County Citizen of the
Year Award, Karen Webster of the
Wingham area, was also in
attendance that night.

Webster was honoured for her
work with the Blyth Repository of
History, St. Andrew’s Presbyterian
Church in Wingham and the Meals
on Wheels program, among others.

She has gone on missionary trips
and created pre-cut personal
protective equipment kits for the
Wingham and District Hospital in
the early days of the COVID-19
pandemic when personal protective
equipment was at a premium.

She thanked everyone for the
honour and said it was humbling to
be recognized among so many other
inspiring volunteers.

To end the evening, the 2023
winners received their plaques and
were honoured.

Joe Gahan and Megan Lee-Gahan
were  recognized for their
invaluable work in founding the
Blyth Kids Club, which is always
expanding to include new
programming and offerings, such as
soccer, hockey, arts and crafts,
disco nights and summer parties.

Joe acknowledged the gracious
support of the community saying
that, thanks to extensive donations,
the club is now free to all, while
Megan thanked all of the club’s
volunteers and patrons who have
made it such a force within the
village.

The 2023 Brussels winner,
Roxane Nicholson, was honoured
for her work with the Brussels,
Morris and Grey Community
Centre’s Inspiring our Future
campaign, raising money for the
renovation and expansion of the
centre.

The campaign’s fundraising goal
was increased several times as costs
rose and it still exceeded that final

$2 million number by more than
$500,000. She has also been
extensively involved with the North
Huron Community Food Share over
the years.

Nicholson thanked the entire
campaign and all of its volunteers
for the work involved, as well as
her family members, who she said
are often roped into helping with
her endeavours through being
“volun-told” to do things.

She also thanked The Citizen,
saying that without a powerful local
newspaper, local projects,
achievements and activities would
not be heralded throughout the
community as they are.

The final winner of the night was
Wayne Clausius from the Grand
Bend area.

Clausius began his career as a
volunteer in 2009, putting his name
forward to help with The Salvation
Army in Goderich and his role in
the community only stood to grow
from there.

For over a dozen years, Clausius
worked with the Community
Volunteer Income Tax Program. In
its first year, just over a dozen
people applied, compared to what is
now hundreds of people. The
program has since retrieved
millions of dollars for low-income
people and families, putting money
back in the pockets of those who
need it most.

Clausius is currently a resident of
Jessica’s House hospice in Exeter
and was presented his award by
Sholdice and Loughlin on Sunday,
Nov. 19 at a small event that
included Clausius’s children, other
family members and some of his
fellow volunteers.

In an e-mail to The Citizen,
Clausius said he accepted the award
on behalf of the more-than 20
volunteers who have helped him
administer the program over the
years.

Nominations for the 2024 Citizen
of the Year Awards will open within
the first few months of the new
year. Consider nominating someone
whose work in the community
within that year has improved life
for those around them.

Nomination forms will be
published in The Citizen on a
regular basis or nominations can be
e-mailed directly to Loughlin at
editor@northhuron.on.ca.

Recognized
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Citizen of the Year
Award winners were
presented with plaques
at an event held on
Thursday, Nov. 23.
Above, Editor Shawn
Loughlin addresses the
crowd. Right (above),
Reporter Scott
Stephenson (left) and
Publisher Deb Sholdice

(right) with 2023
Brussels COTY winner
Roxane Nicholson
(centre). Right (below)
Loughlin (right) with

2023 co-Blyth COTY
winners Joe Gahan (left)
and Megan Lee-Gahan

(centre). Below,
Sholdice (right) with
2023 Huron County

COTY winner Wayne

Clausius (left). (Shawn
Loughlin / Scott Stephenson
photos)
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Brucefield’s Hendriks adapted after 22 storm
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A

new way of thinking

A bright and airy atmosphere has been a positive
development at Hendriks Dairies Ltd. near Brucefield.

(Lisa Boonstoppel-Pot photo)

By Lisa Boonstoppel-Pot
The Rural Voice

After digging out the calf hutches
during the great Christmas
snowstorm of 2022 and worrying
about the health of his calves, Tyler
Hendriks decided to adapt a section
of'a new storage shed into a calf barn
for his Jersey calves.

The new build created machinery
and commodity storage, as well as a
reserved space for an open calf barn,
complete with turkey curtains and a
special, draft-proof entrance. With
pens for 39 calves and room for 50
underneath two air tubes, the calves
live inside Agri-Plastic Flex-Pens
that are eight feet in length.
Designed to European animal
welfare standards, the pens have
windows built in the partitions to
allow calves to see each other. Each
partition can be removed to create
group housing, a requirement that
may come into place once the
updated Dairy Code of Practice is
released later this year. Hendriks
prefers having calves in individual
pens to prevent cross-sucking but is
open to pairing calves if required
under the new code.

Calves at Hendriks Dairies Ltd.
near Brucefield are born in large
birthing pens in the main barn,
where cows are kept on a bedding
pack thick with straw. Newborn
calves are weighed and transferred
to the new calf barn, where they are
tube-fed colostrum for their first and
second feeding. They are also given
a First Defence bolus to increase
their immunity and Inforce nasal
vaccine as a safeguard against
respiratory illness.

At two weeks of age, the calves’
milk volume is increased to six
litres. “We have been feeding whole
milk the past four years and that’s
largely because there isn’t any milk
replacer on the market that is
formulated for Jersey
specifications,” said Hendriks,
owner/operator of the farm. His
wife, Emily, and parents Henry and
Patti Hendriks have shares in the
farm and also help in this multi-
generational operation.

Depending on birth date and
weight, calves are weaned around 60

days and weighed again. Prior to
weaning, Tyler takes a “step-down”
approach by eliminating one milk
feeding per day. These calves have
already  begun making the
adjustment to a straw-mix calf
starter and water. Recording weight
data helps the business track how
different feeding strategies and
health supplements affect/improve
growth rates.

During winter and spring,
newborn calves wear “coats” to keep
them warm. Tyler explains that
Jerseys are the smallest of the dairy
breeds and the calves are born
ranging from 50 to 60 pounds, with
most in the 60-pound range. They
have very little fat and size to keep
them warm and good calf
management is key to help them
thrive. In contrast, calves born from
Jersey cows bred to Angus beef bulls
(the Hendriks breed cattle in the
bottom of the genetic
pool to beef) weigh _
between 90 and 120
pounds.

Calves will stay in
this new, bright,
spacious, calf barn
for three months |
before moving to K
another barn on site.
At seven months of
age, they move again
to a CoverAll pack
barn across the road
at Tyler’s parents’
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heifer feeding and
breeding  strategy.
The heifers return to
the main dairy barn
five months before
calving.

Hendriks is not a
believer in having all
the animals under
“one roof” because
each stage of the
cow’s life calls for
different ventilation
requirements.
However, he would
prefer all the animals
were on one site, so
he didn’t have to
travel down the road
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with a tractor and Total Mixed
Ration mixer for feeding or a skid
steer to clean pens.

Hendriks is keeping many of the
existing calf hutches he used to raise
the Jersey/Angus cross calves.

Others were sold to friends and
neighbours.

As the primary calf care person on
the farm, Hendriks is enjoying the
new facility. Because it is a distance
from the main barn, he uses a side-
by-side to bring milk from the main
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A new way of thinking

New barn calves have lots of space in the new Agriplex Flex-Pens at
Hendriks Dairies Ltd. in a new storage shed and calf barn near
Brucefield that gets calves out of calf hutches.

barn to the calves. The calves are
bedded with straw stored in the
commodity shed beside the multi-
purpose calf barn.

Clean, cool and fresh, the barn
will definitely keep the snow off the
calves and is less labour-intensive
than the outdoor calf hutches.
Hendriks says he loves analytics and
achieving production goals so
beginning with healthy calves is the
first step towards meeting his dairy
production goals.

(Lisa Boonstoppel-Pot photo)
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Pictured from left, Zoey Onn being presented her
2021 Citizen of the Year award by North Huron
Publishing member Ralph Watson.

| nominate

38th Annual
Clitizen of the Year

Award
Nominations Open

There are so many people out there who
do so much to improve their community.
This is your opportunity to show your

appreciation for all they do.

Each year a committee chooses an outstanding citizen from each of the Blyth and area and Brussels and area
communities and wider Huron County area to receive an award for contribution to the community. If you know
someone you think should be honoured, please fill in the form and send it in. You may attach a longer explanation of
why you think your nominee should win, if you like. If you have nominated someone before and they didn't win, we
encourage you to submit again. Emailed submissions can be sent to Shawn Loughlin at editor@northhuron.on.ca

as Citizen of the year for

Blyth
& area

Brussels
& area

| feel she/he deserves this award because

Huron
County

Name and phone number of nominator

Nomination Deadline September 29, 2023.

Fax: 519-523-9140 Box 429, Blyth, ON NOM 1HO
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