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MUSKOKA - Jennifer Grubwinkler is con-
cerned about her son's future. 

"How can our children fully participate in
society, if they don't get the services they need?"
asked the Utterson resident. 

Her son, Josef, 7, after a parade of medical
tests and professional observations early in life
was diagnosed with a rare genetic disorder
called Sotos syndrome - which affected physi-
cal, mental and emotional development - while
also being diagnosed with attention deficit hy-
peractivity disorder and autism spectrum dis-
order. 

And now Jennifer is concerned about the
provincial government's intention to end finan-
cial transfers to publicly funded autism service
providers. Instead, the government will offer
cash on a sliding scale to families, who would
then directly pay providers for services, as of
April 1. 

"The government is making a big mistake,
but they seem to have dug in their heels," she
said. "They are going to bankrupt families."

The amended Ontario Autism Program
would offer eligible families up to $20,000 a year
for children under six, with a lifetime maxi-
mum of $140,000. Older children could access up
to $5,000 a year to age 18 with a lifetime maxi-
mum of $55,000. 

'THEY'RE GOING
TO BANKRUPT
FAMILIES'

Utterson resident Jennifer Grubwinkler says her son, Josef, deserves the best opportunity to meet his potential as an individual and community
member.
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