Hello,
Please enjoy my columns. I am interesting in keeping track of which communities they go to. I would appreciate it if you could take a moment and send me a quick email at rejeangiguere@rejeangiguere.com when you publish the first one.
Thanks, Rejean.

Canadian Men’s Basketball: Feeling the Pressure

With the number of top-level draft picks headed to the NBA from Canada it was expected that fans would see a fairly high level of performance from the Canadian men’s team playing at the FIBA Americas Championship. And yes, it is a disappointment to get bronze.

With the likes of Anthony Bennett, and NBA Rookie of the Year, Andrew Wiggins, leading the charge, the Canadians were posed to punch their ticket to the next Olympics. 

This was a team with good supporting cast and a decent shot at winning the Americas title. It is a team we expected to see fighting for second or third place behind what will be a powerhouse American team at the Olympics.

What we got at this tournament was a team whose performance was all over the place. They lost an early game that should have been a win, then averaged a number of games over 100 points, and finally put in a let-down performance, mustering only 78 points to be beaten by Venezuela’s score of 79. Yes, there was a late penalty against Canada that affected the game. But my motto in any sport has always been to be far enough ahead on the scoreboard that your opponent’s small run, or a late penalty, doesn’t bite you.

The team’s failure to qualify for the Olympics can still be rectified. They will get a last chance next year in what is sure to be a tough tournament. The pressure that will be on their shoulders will be equal to the magnitude of this loss. Where there could have been games without the pressure to win, there will now be plenty of stress in the locker room, as defeats will have consequences. This will be double-hard on the young team since their next chance will be their last chance.

This is one of the best teams Canada has ever put together. Hopefully, another year of growth gets us a more mature, hardened, and seasoned team that does fulfill its potential, does win the big games, and qualifies next summer to take it to the floor in Rio. 

As much as I would of felt better about our chances at the Olympics if we had won this last tournament, in the end, as long as it helps the team get to the big game next time, then it could be a good lesson.

Come on Canada, get it done. 
Rejean Giguere is a Northern Ontario author of six novels whose passion spills over into the sports world. Check out his website at www.rejeangiguere.com.
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