Hello,
Please enjoy my columns. I am interesting in keeping track of which communities they go to. I would appreciate it if you could take a moment and send me a quick email at rejeangiguere@rejeangiguere.com when you publish the first one.
Thanks, Rejean.

Canadian Women’s Soccer World Cup: Canada Going the Wrong Way

There was a time in Canadian soccer history where we were perennial underdogs, under-skilled and forced to think defensively. However today, with the internet and social media era allowing you to see the best of your competition and their skills, there is no reason Canada can’t be an offensive team that is exciting to watch.

The world cup coming to Canada was supposed to be our coming out party. Instead, we were among the lowest scoring teams in the entire tournament. In fact, the US team scored more goals in the final game than we did throughout the whole event. This is open for question. Why was this defensive style chosen?

In a lot of sports they say defense wins championships and they are usually right. Most winning teams do have solid defensive plans and systems, but we don’t idolize the behind the scenes workers, we just depend on them. What we want to see is the flair of superstars with exceptional skills. 

I personally would have found it much better to have lost with a team that was attacking the ball and going for the strike at every opportunity, a team that brought me out of my seat with possibility, even if it meant giving up some quick breaks the other way. That’s when the defense could have kicked in, instead of it playing a defensive style all game long.

On these types of teams there is a continual changing of the guard, younger players coming on to replace older veterans. Unfortunately, they are being brought into a team locked into these same defensive systems, instead of a dynamic attacking atmosphere. 

Canada could have done a lot more for the women’s game by showing youngsters that there is flash and excitement in the game, win or loose. Soccer doesn’t have to always be about set plays and positional robots holding a spot on the field.

Where are the Wayne Gretzkys and Mario Lemieuxs of Canadian woman’s soccer? And when will we finally get a coaching philosophy that embraces offense and that ultimately raises the overall skill of Canadian players.

We lost in the tournament. It’s been two weeks and there is nothing left to talk about, no exciting goals or moments to remember, and that is the sad side of defensive systems. You need to win because there is no fun in the loses. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Rejean Giguere is a Northern Ontario author of six novels whose passion spills over into the sports world. Check out his website at www.rejeangiguere.com.
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